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^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^"^-^^J^^ 

In NoMiNE Jesu Christi. 

Thesis I. 

jHEOLOGUS ET CONSUMMATOR 
! Euangelicac noftrsc Hiftoriac Johannes, 
Prooemio fuo diviniftimo, de Pcrfona aetcr- 
na Jesu Ch RisTi 5^cm''9'/J^V«^ cum illis, 
iqvae praeccfterunt ada publica officii talis 
Meffiae,qvod Euangclii iui capite primo ab- 
ilfolvit^ex qvo ctiam hadcnus fucrunt nobis 
trcs ordinc Difputationcs ordinaria: >pro inftituti noftri ratio- 
ne, fubjungit m Tr^yfict^y tanti Domini & Salvatoris noftri> 
in officio intcr Ifraelitas pubiico ; &qvidcm prim6,inftatu 
kAarlcJcnc^g K^' Ksva^cnv Prophetico,tuminchoato Annoprimo 
& fecundo, tum complcto anno tcrtio. 

II. Adadla Anni primi^qvac folusnoftcr Euangclifta , tan- 
qvam a rcliqvis practcrita,litcris confignavit,pcrtincnt illa,qvsc 
narranturCap.il. & III. ad v. 43.Cap.IV. Qvorumqvaedam 
contigerunt Johanne adhuc Ubero, qvacdam eodcm poft capti- 
vo. 

III. Johanne Baptifta libero qvx fadla mcmorantur , pcraila 
funt Chrifto verfante vcl in Galilaea, antc Pafcha primum , qvo 
pertinet convcrfio aq vae communis in vinum gencrofiffimum , 
in nupciis in Cana, ad manifeftationem gloriac Chrifti^ a v.i. ad 
V. 12. Cap. 1 1. vel in Judaea ; idq; tum ad meftcm , in PafchatC-» 
primo, ad qvod proficifcebatur Capernaumo Hicrufolymanu, 
cjiciensibiemcntcs & vendcntesetemplo. Ubimulti, proptcr 
varia ibidcm cdita miracula^crcdidcrunt in cum; qvibus tamca 
ipfc fc non crcdidit a v. 12. Cap. 1 1. ad fincm. Et poft in Pcntc- 
coftc^qvandofublimc, &myfteriis divinis rcfcrtumhabuit^ 

A 1 coUq. 
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coUdqviumcumNicodemo , dcRegcncratione, cumf^^yffcr?/ 
cjufdcm diviniffima a v. i. Cap. 1 1 1. ad v.22. Tum a Mcffcitam 
in terraJudaea,Difcipulis Chriftiac Johannis una baptizanti- 
bus,ufq;adinvidiamhoruma V. 22. ad v. 25. Cap. III. qvanu 
Hicrufolymis , cxorta ibi indc Controvcrfia de Purificationc-», 
cum Tcftimonio ultimo illuftri Johannis Baptiftx dc Jefu Chri- 
fto,fupra fc & omneS:,a v. 25. ad finem Cap. 1 1 1. 

I V. Captivo vero Johannc rcdiit Chriftus in Gahla:am,peiL_» 
Samariam^pro Gcntibus etiam vocandis ad regnum Dci , habi- 
to ftatim coliocjvio primo cum mulicre Samaritana , de fc aqva 
viva^b initio cap. IV, ad v. 26, & deinde cum Difcipulis & Ci- 
vibus in Sichem a v. 26. ad 42. 

V. Atq; hsec cft brcvis fumma adorum anni primi Meflix no- 
ftri in officio cjus publico, coq; Prophetico,prout iJIa in literas 
relata nobis rcliqvit Euangelifta nofter. Ex qvibus nos , pro 
inftituti noftri rationc , praefentis Difputationis ordinariac 
Thcma felcgimus fublimcillud ac myftcriis divinis refcrtifti- 
mumColloqvium , qvodChriftushabuit cumNiccdcmOjde- 
fcriptum Cap. III. a v. i. ad 16. 

V I. Et qvum in praefentc thematc rcgni Dci v. 4. & 5. qvod a- 
lias paflim ab Euangelifta Matthxo vocatur rcgnum coelorum> 
Matt.j,2.&5,3.&7,2i.&8,ii.& 11,12. &i3,24.3i.33.43,44,47,52, 
&l6,i9.&i8,3 23. & 19, 12.14. 20. 23.24. ficut&cocleftium, op- 
pofitorum terrcnisv.i2, acimprimisdefcenfusde calo , &af' 
fcenfusincoelum, continuaeq^exiftenticxfiHi hominisin coelo, 
fiatmcntio; hincfumptaoccafionehanc Difputationcm Ura- 
vologum Sacram infcribcrc placuit qvam dum cx verbo D E I 
paucis contcmplamur , ac cxpcndimus , illuminet nos ccelcftis 
Patcr Spiritu fuo coelcfti, illumq; abundc ad hoc cffTindat fuper 
nos,per &proptcrhunceundem, qvi defccnditdccoelo y & 
afcenditincoelum^&tamcn perpetu6manfitinccelo,hoc eft, 
JcfumChriftumDominumnoftrum^Amen-.. 

VII. DixcratEuangcliftafubfincmCapitisfccundi, multos^ 
cx confpc(ftis a Chrifto fadis miraculis, credidifl^e in Chriftum. 
Ex illis vcro multis unum tanqvam perfedliorcmcoeterishcic 

addu- 



adducitVqvi difccndiftudioChriftum adit , & cum eo collo- 
qvium inftituit pro confirmatione fidei qvalis qvalisfemd con- 
ceptae. 

IIX. Prolixaautemhujuscolloqviidefcriptio in duo capita 
praecipuadiftingvi poteftnoninconvenienter; qvorumunum 
eft velut pracliminnris dcfcriptioPerfon^ colloqvium inftituen- 
tis cum Chrifto : altcrum vero ipfum colloqvium conftituit. 
I X. Perfona cum Chrifto colloqvens defcribitar a nominc^ 
proprio , fefta & publico munerchifcc verbis : 

v.i. Hi/ oiv&pci}7r@^ 6x tJv (pu^croAcov [ Ni>fcO(^>7|C6©^ 
ovcfJjOt ou/nJ] ci^x^'^ l8^ai(t)v, 

X. In hac dcfcriptionc vocem j f^v^^^^Tr/g^ accipiunt qvam^ 
plurimiexHebrseorum more pro qvodam feu aliqvo^ ficut-* 
ctiam pro Relativo illc Matth. 26. v. 72. occurrit. (^vanqvam 
non defint,qvi contcndunthac appjeiia_tjQne_indigitariNicodQ- 
mum hunc Aominis nominc prae coeteris credentibus magis di- 
gnumfuiflTc, utpoteqvinonmodofenfibus ,fcd&rationc utc- 
baturj,humanaintcrim,ccunondumregcnitus,tantumfapiens, 
nqn vcro percipicns illa qva: fpiritus crant \ qvam ctiam fuam 
infcitiam per univerfum prodit coUoqvium-». 
X I. Hujus hominis nomc n prop rium ^ non finelaude & omi- 
nc , cxprefsc hcic, pcrindc ut infra Cap. 7.V.50. & 19. V.J9. poni- 
tur, dum vocatur Nicpjdcmiii, qvod Graecam potius fpirat on- 
ginem, ctiam juxtaSyriacam verfionem , in qvaeft Nicode- 
mous non vero Nicodemo, & fignificat vidorem popuIi,qvam 
Hebraeam, ad qvam, praeter rem tamen^deftituti etiam exemplo 
Vet. Teft. ingcniofe refpicicntcs nonnulli , volunt illud dcno- 
tarc innoccntem & mundum fangvincm , aut fangvine, a 
T~\22 qvod eft mundare & CDn fangvis. Verifimilc eninu 
cft, iiiilla temporum concuftione Judseis pcregrina fa:pe nomi- 
na tribuca fuifle , & qvidcm Graeca, qvalia funt Philippus , Stc- 
phanus, Andreas , Graecisimperiumin Jud^eos obtincntibus. 
Nififortedicendumfit, talcsfuifte binomines ab Hcbraeis fcil. 
aliter, qvam a Gra^cis appcllatos. 

XII. Rationcfedae.fuithicNicodcmusPharifctUji; qvaefeda 
erat omnium praecipua, & prae coetcris authoritate cmincns,in 

Novo 



Novo Tedamento cclcbris, ut colligcre efl: ex A6k. 23. v. 6. E- 
rantq; Phcirifaci prxtcr legem, juxta traditiones , vivendi ratio- 
ncabaliisfeparati, &pr2B coeteris confpicui, unde etiamno" 
menacccpcrunt; qvanqvamalii, Grammatica etiam recJa- 
manrc y exiftimcnt cos nomen habuifle ab ^xpofitionc & intcr- 
pretationc legis. 

XIII. Rationc vero pubiici muneris fuit idem Nicodcmus 
Princcpsjudagorum; npn qvodfucritpublicus Magiftratus & 
Princcps, feu Primas in ftatu politico, qvales dicuntur Tr^^^TO 
Aa5 Luc.19. v.47.0/ TJr^sa^vjtf^n^ \oLHM^tx\\. 21.^.23. acfim- 
^Yiciicv TT^SG-QvTB^gfLucio.v ,\. qvum Chriftus infra v.io.vocet 
cumMagillrum iii ifrael : fcd qvQdextitcritprimas in ftatu Ec- 
dcfiafl:ico,& talis^qvalis dcfcribitur Luc. 14. v. i. ac ita unus ex 
illis^qvi intcr Pharilieos funimi erant , pcnes qvos etiam erati^ 
poteftas judicandi in negotiis Religionis , excommunicandi & 
jusprehcnfionis. Tales vocantur Joh.7. V.48.&12. v.42. cJ^- 
^oPT^g &Luc.i^.v.i.uo^ovTBg roSv Oct^iCciucMiv ^ qvi in aiiis civi- 
tatibus habitantes appellabantur "^^^^cTi/i/ayyj/Oi Marc.5. v.22. 
Luc. g. V. 94. &13 V.14. Hierufolymis vcro rcfidentcs^^;;^oi/7r^ 
TiSvlii^cumh^^icloQi-t&c cipx^^^^ Aa5 A<3:. 23.V. 5. Aliaspcn», 
T^q intcIJiguntnrgcneralitcr primatcs , magnates & 
proccres, fivc in ftatu Eccleliaftico, fivc Politico cfTcnt confti tu- 
ti, qviautopibus,aut gratia&authoritatc, autdignitatc, aut_> 
his fimul omnibus prae rcliq vis plurimum poIIebant,ut Jcgcrc-. 
cft Luc. ig.v.ig. & 23. V. 35. Joh.7. V.26. Adl:. 3.V.17. & 4. v.26. & 15. 
V. 27. & 14. V. 5. qvae tamen acccptio hcic loci videtur paulo a- 
lienior. 

XIV. Has autem Circumftantias pcrfonalcs tanta cura anno- 
tavit Euangclifta^non tam propter certitudincm hiftori^,qvam 
ut moncrctacmonftrardtexQmnibus ordinibus aliqvos p f^- 
pientes fcil. & infipicntes, potcntcs&infirmos^infenfiftimosq: 
etiam Chrifti hoftcs , qvalcs erant Pharifaei, & principes popu- 
li Judaici,ad rcgnum Dci convcrti.; ac palam practerea faccret, 
non folos popuIaresChrifto ftatim fub initium officii Prophcti- 
ciadhaefiflTc , fcd ctiam ex Principibus nonnullos, fccus qvanu 
fl:atuuntPharifaeiJoh.7. V. 48, 



XV* Nam ctfi Dcus/ip^^dbkaiimii^ ut pudefji- 

ccrct fapicntcs, & infirma,ut pudcfaceret robulla i. Cor.i. v. 27 . 
Non tamcn omnci dQdlojs auLjJe^ientcs abjicit, qria pufiJluni-* 
ac magnum ipfe fecit^ dc acqvaliter ipfi cura eft dc omnibus Sap. 
6.v.g. Qvod autem ex fapicntibus& potcntibushujus mundi 
pauci falvi fiant^ id non Dei, fed ipforum vitio provcnit ^qvum 
difficultcr crcdcre poflint, qvi gloriam mundi & divitias amant 
Matth.19. V.24. 

XVI. Sed & ex hifce circumftantiis colligere poflijmus^utram- 
qve perfonamhujus colioqvii fuiflc potentem y fapientem & 
juftitia confpicuum. Nicodemus cnim erat Princeps JudacQ- 
rum : ChriftusautemPrinccpscoelorum. Illemundanamha- 
bcbat fapientiam : Chriftus erat ipfa fapientia Patris, Illc j.u- 
ftus eratiipud homincs : hic juftus apud Deum ^ imo omnis ju- 
ftltiae author, & hominum juftificaton,,. 

XVII. Hifce PerfonalibusftibjungitEuangclifta hujus Nico- 
demi dHicndi ftudiuin. » fed cum timore & infirmitatc adhuc 
Gonjundtum , dum dicit : 

i ?7A5s ^erg^V 'Tvv Iria-Sv vVKTug. 
Qyafidiceretj,hicnonfecutusordinis fui duriticmfefc Chrifto: 
oppojGjit^fcd pieineumfuitafFeclus ; id qvod hoc ipfo dccla- 
rat, qvod Y^nitad Jcfunidifccndi ftudio , impleturus illa Pro- 
phctica ^qvse occurrunt Pf 34.V. 6. & Ef 2. v. 3. fcd nofte veiiit^ 
prodens fuaminfidcinfirmitatem, fuumqvc amorem glorisc 
mundi, majorem adhuc qvam Deijjoh.iz.v.^j. 
X 1 1 X. Qvod enim nodc venit ad Chriftumj id faclum eft vel 
p_ajdiiLe-^ qvodpudcrctipfumlegis Dodtorcm difcerc^ &difci- 
pulum feprofiteriejus, qvem conftabat non didicifleliteras ; 
vcl timqre Sc amarc gloriae mundi, qvia reliqvos Pharifaeos ti- 
mcbat , metuens nc in illorum invidiam protrahcrctui:., 
acgloriaeita fuse jaduram facerct y vel amore ac aviditat£_» 
difccndi,utpoflrctfccretccum Chrifto colloqvi^ nuUoimpc- 
dientc, & fimul diutius cumillo commorari. 
XIX. EthocipfofaftofuitNicodemusdifllimilis aliis Phari- 
fads. NamiIIinodemiferuntalios,qyicomprchcndcrcnt Je- 

fumt 



fum: hic ad audicndum eum ipfc no&c adillum venit. Illi 
liora fua male ufi funt : hic doftrinac aptum nodurni filcntii be- 
siccaptavit otium. Illicomprchendcndo &ligando amifcrunt 
Salvatorem : hic intcrrogando & audicndo invenit & reti- 
nuitChriftum Dei verbum. Uli manferunt Gcnimina Vipc- 
rarum > fepulchradealbata & afpidcs furdac: hicverohomo, 
vcrus Fharifaeus, rcnominc4>Nicodcmus&Princeps verorum 
Judaeorum_,. 

XX. Interim tamcn hocJExempIum Nicodcmi.neutiqvanu 
patrocinaturLucifugarum noftrifcculi timiditati , qv^j vcrita- 
tcm Dodrine coclcftis qvidc norunt^cam vcro profitcri publicc 
vcrentur , mctucntesfibiaMagiftratu, aliiscj; cum qvibusvi. 
vunt,adverfam religionem , fivc Pontificiam, fivc Calvinianam 
amplcdcntibus ^ ^um qvod faciant fcientes contra cxprc/Tum^ 
Chrifti mandatum , ac impingant in illius pariter ac Apoftolo- 
rum proteftationes^Matth. lo. v. 32. 33. Luc. 9. v. 26. Rom. 10. v. 
10. 2.Cor.4.v.i3. 2. Tim. i. v. g. & z. v.12. i. Pet. 3. v. 15 \ t\m qvod 
lcgibuspotiusqvamcxcmplisjudicandumfit: tum ctiam pro- 
ptcrdifllmilitudinemExempIorum. Nicodemus cnim non- 
clumcratrcgencratus,atq; itaadhucvctus Adam ad nodtem-* 
ambulans, ac nondum veram lucem aflccutus , ut illum defcri- 
bit Lutherus, inPoftilla Ecclcfiaftica, ante complctum Redem- 
ptionisopusac promulgationcm pra:dicationis Euangclii in., 
orb.cm univerfum. Necqvidcm femper timidusmanfit : vc- 
rum intcrdiu poftmodum Chriftum confcflTus vidctur ; qvod 
infraCap. 19. v.^^.dicatur tzJ tt^cotvv Chriftum nodc accefliif- 
fc,ut fic nodtis q vondam magifter,diei fadus fit tande miniftcr, 
p.rofcrens hcic hcrbamj, Joh. 7. fpicam > & 19. plenum frumen- 
tum in fpica : fed hi rcgenerati ^ poft tam claram tantac gratix 
manifcftationcm fcmpcr mancnt iidcm. 

XXI. Hanc pracliminarcm dcfcriptioncm Nicodcmi , conti- 
ncntcm Pcrfonam & tempus hujus colloqvii , excipitipfum 
CoIIoqvium, cujusJProcemium tali verborumforma abfolvi- 
tuii^: 



^ccTKaKl^i «^«V >S TOwlttTO CT>f*«« Svvaroj -mtHi,a, ffumm%, 

iaJi (J^ii h 0 fJ.e]' lUJT^- , , , - , 

XXII. 'HocProoemio captatNicodcmus benevolenitiatn,dutn 
vocat Chriftum VaQ^ vocandi cafu ; dcqva vocc notandum^, 
QvodnonfitGrxca, utvultNicolaus Goranus impente , fed 
Hebi^; 3"^cnima3?lrnultusfuit,eminenteradeclarat, & 
cum,qvi murtorum& magnorum fit inftar,ob multiplicem m»- 

gnamq; plurimarum rcrum fcicntiam^, 

XXIII. Qvidamdiftingvuntinter Rab , Rabbi & Rabbom. 
Tribuunt enim Rab iis , qvi in Acadcmiis Babyionicis magiftc- 
riumconfeqvebantur. Rabbiautcm iis,qvi in regno Ifracl 
per impofiiioncm manuum declarati funt fapientes. RabbQ- 
ni vero oeculiariter fapientibus domus David. Qvse diftm<aio 
an magis :fubtilis?fit, qvam folida aliis dijudicandumrelinqvi- 

mus. . . ^ 

XXIV. Toletus autcm & Drufmsyex impentja Scrmoms Hc 
brxi , hdii\m putant, qvod nonnulli cxiftiment s , in Rabbi elTc 
atfixum; contcndentes illudcfledc nominis integritatc, & z», 
qvod vocant,Hcemanticum. Idqvodprobanttum aliis fimi- 
libusexcmplis, tum imprimisauthoritateEuangciift^,qvicap. 
i,5g. voccm illam interprctatur non , fcd fimpli- 
citer UamoiXe. Qvi Intcrpretatio proptcrca iilic addita ri- 
dctur,nePoliticusPra:feaus,fedEccicfiafticus Doaor Chri- 

ST u s fiii(recredatuc_>. 

XXV. Vocans vcroNicodemus Christum Pa|3|3i , edit_* 
fimulfuo&fuorum nomincconfeflionem de eo, dum dicitL.i: 
fcitnus,nonegotantum,fcdnosPharifaei fcimus,videmus,pcr- 
fpicrmus, &non poflumus,nificontraproprium confcientiat 
teftimonium, negarc,tc eire a Dco miflum magiftrum atq; ncu- 
tiqvam Pfcudoprophetam ; addcns fundamentum hujus fcicn- 
tise , qvod ponit in miracuiis Christi, deqvibus ab cfFcdis jU- 
dicans,rcd:iusfenticbat&loqvebatur, qvamvclPagani , qvi 
reiuftanteexperientia,eapraeftigias& ludificationcs fenfuura 
fuifle aflercbant : vfilii , qvi virtutibus naturaiibus eaadfcri- 
bebant, tcmpcramcnto fcii. Christi, & cfficacix imaginativac, 

B aut 



auc conilcllationi coelefti ilFa tribocnccs caKinTnforc : vcl ]udxi 
ipfb cum Pharifxis coetcris poftmodum , qvi blnfphcme m^^gi- 
cisarcibusmiracuIaChrifti annumcrabant y virtute utpotc-, 
Beclzcbub faaa,Matt.i2,24'.Mnrc.5,22. Luc.i 1,17 Jum rotundc 
profitebatur ncminem poftc talia fignd focerc , qvnlia Chriftiis 
feccratinPafchatcproximo , & forrccnam jam fccitin fcfto 
Pcntccoftcs^nifi Deus cum co fit^. 

XXVI. Nondum tamcn fatis intclleKcrat fincm miraculo. 
rumChrifti, qvifuitmonftrarcipfum non rantum aDEo mif- 
fum eftc.qvod cum aliis Prophctis habuit communc,fcd & pro- 
m iflTa m ^ Icflj a m , i pfifti m u m q^ D ei . F i 1 i u m , a c.D e um clTe 5 q v cm 
ctiam fincmChriftusipfcfubindecxprcnu , Matth. o^6.Joh.ii, 
27. 43. Et hoc ipfum miracula Chrifti in fcipfis conndcrata/up- 
pofitishis, qva: pcrProphctaspraedidacrant,Ef 55,5.6. fatisfu- 
perq;probabant&demonftrabant; idqvodex rcfponfionc^, 
cjvam deditChriftus Dilcipulis Johannis Mntth, ir, ^..manifc- 
ftiflimumeft^ 

XXVII. IngensautemdifcrinTencft inter Chrifti&aliorum 
Prophetarum atq; Apoftolorum miracula. Mofcs qvidcnu, 
mutavitaqvamin fangvinemj, & baculumin ferpentem , & 
produxitpediculos&ranasy aIiaq-,miracuJa fccit ; ad qvx ta- 
mcnproducendanihilaliudprscftarcpotuit , qvamqvodhu- 
manam fuam voccm & extcrnum minifterium accommodavit? 
qvod vero aqvae in fangvinis fubftantiam^ & baculus in ferpen- 
cem convcrtebantur , aliaq;reveTa talia fiebant , qvalia vide- 
bantur ^iA non Mofi, qvi non fuam gloriam , fed Deo Hcbrxo- 
rum , cujus gloriam Pharaoni manifeftabat , in folidum tribu- 
cndumeft. Chriftusautemfuismiraculisnon aHcnam ^ fed 
fuam gloriam palam fceit;, cujas virtutc & cooperatione, ncnL, 
vcro propriis viribusApoftoIietiam figna fccerunt Marc.16,20. 
Undcetiamfubrnde in produdione mlraculorum fuorumad- 
diderunt haec verba: //?«^?w/>;^7f///,tibidicofur2e, Adofi j 
verf6.&c. ^ . 

X X 1 1 X. Et hxc miracula non Ao>(^ tan tum ^ fcd Chz^istus 
tanqvam C h r i s t u s operatus cft^qvi fuam glori^im^per unio- 

nem 



ncmqvidcm acceptam , veriim fub formafcrvi hadenus iaten-' 
tcmpublicc fubinde manifeftare voluit. Unde indubic colli- 
giturChriftum fccundum humanitatcm ad veram & rcalcnu 
KOivotiviaAf veici^divinss omnipotentiae W Aoy^^cvedum efTe, cum 
& talia miracu[adivinacpotentiaet^,ntumfintopcra , &cAdy@^ 
praeterca aliasnon alia ratione pcr fuam humanam naturam^ 
tccifTet miracuU> q vam.pcr Prophetas & Apoftolos ; qvod non 
modo abfurdum eft, fcd & unica vocc jfuam , liq vido refutatur> 
dum cap.2,ii.dieitur,qv©dedcndo miraculumcn Canagioriam 
manifcftaverit/^^w. Qv^mvis cnimhumana Chrifti natura 
cxproprietaLcfuse eflentia:,nunqvam poftetejufmodi^fignafa- 
cere ^ tamcn qvia in Koimvicxj/ omnipotcntis vcrbi eft cxaltat^, 
[ qvod nec Prophctis nec Apoftolis contigit ] fimul ctiam ad 
virtutcmejusperhancunioneraconfccndit, adeoutDeus A^- 
y(^unitushominiedideritprodigiaj, non feparatusa natura 
aftumpta, fed in ipsa, & pcr ipfam divinam fuam potcntiam ex- 
erccns. Qvac vcrba funt Athanafii Dial. j.contra ApoUina- 
riftas. 

XXIX. •QvanqvamautcmNicodcmus profitcndo^Chriftunu 
non ipfum Dcum efte, fcd miflum a Deo Magiftrum , ridcatun.. 
tantum voluiflc conhteri eum vcrumProphetam a Dco miflum, 
&ita nudum homincm fuiflTc, illumq; talcm fcpararc ab corum 
numerojdcqvibusloqvitur Jcrcmiasop. 13 raltiorcm tamerL^, 
fi vcritatcmrciconfideramus , continethacc confcflio doftri- 
nam , pcrindc ut & illa Magorum, Matth. 2, 2 : ubi cft , qvi na- 
tus eft Rex Judacorum. Venit cnim Chriftus a Dco Magiftcc-,, 
qvia in co omncs Thcfauri fapicntia: Patris,^b ipfo Conccptio- 
nis momentQ,fuerunt Col.2,2. utpotc cujus ipfc fapientiainfi* 
nita cft, ut propterca & jam cjus dodrina non fucrit humana-o 
qvalcmPhiJofophi (fcmundiSapicntcshabucrunt, fedcoclcftis 
& divina,qvalcm nemohujus feculi Principum cognovit , ho- 
mines fcil. i pfos pcrduccns ad Dcum ; qvam non pcr dodrinam 
& difciplinam didicit,ut homo, fcd ab inhabitantc divinitatc^ 
acccpit, modo omnibus in comprchcnfibiIiMatth.13,54. Marc. 
6) 2. Verum hxc omnia nondura intellcxit Nicodcmus j undc 
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in ficle elaudicans hcic invenitur,qvi in dilcdionc prius invcni- 
cbatur frigidus, utroq^ ita popiite laborans. 
XXX» Chriftusintcrim ^ qvi calamum qvafTatumnon cratL. 
contriturus, ncc linum fumigans extindurus Ef. 42» 3. has ejus 
infirniitatcs paticntcr fufFcrt^ac intclligcns ciim,utut infirmum 
adhuc,nonanimofucato, non caiumnianJi ftudio, non tcn- 
tandigratia [qvaiealiasfuitingcnium reliqvorum Pharifaeo- 
rum , qvibus propt-erea vcl nihil, Matth.21,27. vel durioribus 
verbis,Ma.tth.22,37. rcfponditChrifius Jfcacccdcrc , fed vcro 
minimcq; diflimuiato difccndi amore , qvem prodit vocando 
iliumRabbi, & profitcndo fc & alios agnofccrc eum proMa- 
giftroaDcomiflb^ipfumfuo dignatur amico colloqvio v lcn- 
ticnsq; ipfum vcrfari adhuc in tcnebris Pharifaicis ac juftitia-, 
opcrum^ inidlaborat unice^ ut illam.opinioncm pcnitus ci 
cximat. llndc-^ 

iai fJt^n y€vvri&yi ouie^^v-i ^ ^uvdCTcti loeiv Trjv ^etmXeicuj nl ^5 • 
XXXI. PhrafishaecctW>cg/^f(^«;TTr^, paftim alias occurrit 
inNovoTeftamcntOj,Match.ii,25. &15, 15. Marc. 11^14. Eftqvc-> 
Hcbr»a , apud qvos 1^31? rcfponderc &diccrefaepe 
conjunguntur^etiam qvando nulia prseccftit intcrrogatio, ac fi- 
gnificatvclrcprobepcnfitata&dciibcrataaHqvid proloqvi & 
tcftariGcn.i8,22.i.Sam.8,i7: vel voccm mulcitudjnis altcrna- 
tim & tumultuarie refponfantium Ex.32,8. vel, non ad interro- 
gationcm , fcdadfadum aliqvod, autcogitationcs &fufpicio- 
ncsalicU;jus,idqvoddicitur,accommodareLuc. 14, 3. velcan- 
demfimplcxiniciumfermonis^qvafieflet, dixitdicens ; qvo- 
rummodorum huicloco aptiffime penultimus accommodari 
potcft. 

XXXI. Vidcttir cnim Chriftus , ut fidem in Nicodemo majo- 
rcm acccndcpct, noiuiffccxpc(5larC:,doncc ipfc, qvod vcllet-^^ 
exponerct, fed ad cogitata animi ipfius , five ad ca qva» mcntc_-» 
volvcbat , voKiifle praevcnicndo relpondcrc , qvo Nicodcmus 
vcl indeetiam intclligeret ^cumcfirefcrutatoremcordium , ac 
ita vcfum Dcumj,i.Par.28,9. Pf 7,10. Jer. 17^10. Nifi fortc dicen- 
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dum,Euangeliftambrcvitatis ftudio in rcfponfioncCH rist i 
taciteinfmuaflc,qvsfueritintcrrogatioNicodcmi, hxcnimi- 
rum: qva:nam cfTct ratio confcqvendi vitam aetcrnam , afccn- 
dendi in ccxlum & pcrveaicndi in regnum illud Dei , qvod Ba- 
ptifta & Chriftus tunc pradicabant-.. 

XXXIII. AliasThcophylaftus qvidem hanc refponfionem_. 
Chrifti cum verbis Nicodcmi ita conncdit : Tua,Nicodcme, de 
meopiniocarnaHs tantumcft & humana ,qvi nondu rcnatus, 
fed carnalis adhuc cs ; nifi cnim qvis renatus fuerit, non potcft 
resnum Dei videre , hoc eft , non poteft mc rede cognofcertj, 
q vodfim unigcnitus Dei filius. Cyrillus vcro eandem ita ac- 
commodat ad prjecedcntia : Tu tantum admiraris figna qvse fa- 
cio, &exiftimasfatisefreadfalutem, qvodftatuas mecflcDo- 
doremaDeomifllim: fcd dicotibi,notitiamillamnonfuffi- 
ccrc ; qvum fi qvis vclit in rcgnum Dei introirc , ipfi opus fit_., 
ut rcnafcatur ex aqva & fpiritu. Qyanqvam vcr6 hjec fano 
fenfuverafint: priustamenaddudaut fimpliciora, itatextui 
magis vidcntur accommoda-.. 

XXXIV. Chriftus igitur,ceu verus Rabbi & coelcftis Dodtor, 
informaturushuncdocilemDifcipulumincipit a primis rudi- 
mcntis & qvafi abAlphabeto,Rcgeneratione fcilicet dum dicit: 

tacnXHcm T^^^iS- c^Mi ,n 

XXXV. Hcbraea vox tfjt4))f, qvx propter magnam & illultrcm 
qvam habet, etiam in aliis lingvis retcnta fuit , non.. 

heic fumitur NominaHter,qvo modo occurrit vox illa Ei 65,^5. 
Apoc 2.i4:fedAdverbialitcr; idqvc nonin confirmationc & 
confenlu didi alterius pcr modum orationis & rcccptionis 
Dcut 27,15 Num.5,z2.votiqi&opcationis ac gratiarumadio- 
nis,Nehcm.8,6. Pf 4^4. Apoc./^iz. l^Reg i, 36. i.Par.i6, 36. Jer. 
a .5. Lucj.38 : fcd in affirmationc & aflevcratione fcrmonis,qve 
qvisipfcloqvitur,perindeutMatth. 16,18. Afir,v,dfiriv AcyiV(A~tv, 
qvodexplicaturLuc 9,^7. Af> ^uiv ct^n^g, qvalis ctiam colla- 
tioinftitutipotcftintcr loca Matih.24, 47. cumLuc. 12,44. & 
Marc.12,45. cum Luc.21,3. Et haec cnunciatio «fijji-.gcmi- 
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nato^a^tjV sf^(pd(nsi)g cauffa^non cft juramcntum , ut contcndunt 
cumvcteribus^nonnulli ex rccencoribus : fed tantum verita- 
tis aflcveratio & confirmatia eaqj vehcmentiffima ; tum qvod 
Hcbraca vox JON rignificet tantum afleverationcm^corrobora- 
tioncm confirmntionemq^ Deut. 27,15. Nehem.g^/.Pfal. 41,14. 
UndeqvodinunoEuangeliftarum^Hebraiceper diuriv dicitur, 
inalteroGrascepcr^^A^j^^^cxponitur^utmodomonuimusjtum 
qvod hcicj^ut inomni juramentoalias,tionintcrponatur Dcus 

tanqvatcftis.&judex;tumqvodi/cc/\particu|aacqvipoIlcnsrt*|Lfc))k 
Matth. 23, 36. & Luc.11,51 q vac ctiam gcminata occu rri t,Matth. 
5^37- J^'-- 5> ^ cum aurjv conjunfta Ap,oc. 22, 20. perindc ut^ 
Abba patcr^PsOm.g,!^. nonfit nota jurantis fed affirmantis. 
XXXVI. vVocabulum^iutem jfvi^^^^.reddcndum vidctun^ 
potius , cum Valla , per gcni tus , q vam natus vel rcnatus , cum^ 
Vctcrc Interprcte,non fine /3^i?oAo;^'^:non modo qviaGrecum 
cft gcnitus & gigni , fed^rtiam qvia qvum dicitur nafci , vidctur 
restantumad matremrcfcrri,qvum vcrogenerari ad utrumq; 
parentcmrefcratur; qvicqvid tandem vidcatur Ludovicodc^ 
Dieu in fuis Animadvcrfionibus in Euangclia pag.^ro^ 
XXX VIL Advcrbium vcro ai^5fi/,qvomodo fit accipien- 
dum &: reddendum, non-eft una omniumfentcntia , qvum & fi- 
gnificctcfupernis&denuo. Priorcmfignificationem hcicrc- 
tincndamftatueruntcum Cyrillo, Nazianzcno & Thcophyla- 
doHunnius,GcrhardusinHarm.pafr. p.1533. & Tarnoviusin_. 
haec verba: Fundamcnta hujus alTcrtionis fuppeditat partim 
ctymon vocis cfJia^S^v, qvod fonat dc furfum A non dcnuo, par- 
tim ufus communis , in qvo frcqrcntius accipitur pro dcfuper, 
qvarnproitcrum: partim ipfc Euangclifta , -qvialiashoc Ad- 
vcrbio utitur pro c fupernis Cap.3,7. & i^^u. in qva etiam figni- 
ficatione occurrirflTud Jacob.1,17. & 3, 15. Pro pofteriorc conira 
acceptionc pugnant Pontificii ad unum fermeomncs , qvo dc- 
fendant Vetcrem Intcrprctcm ; confirmantcs fuam fentcntiam 
ex objedioneNicodcmi, qviaJva^S^v [feu Syriacam potius auc^ 
Hebr^am vocem omni qvod volunt illi,ambiguitate carentem, 
qva Chriftus ufus crcditur ] non ali tcr accepit qvam pro dcnud 
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feiT itcrum,* irr co a Chrifto non rcprehcnfiis. Unde non rcp^tir 
ille voccm cuco^v in fua objcdione , fed aliam fnbftituit nempc 
SiVT^^fj id cn-, fccundo, iterato^qvsapertius refpondetTaf Tra- 
;\lritcrum, dcnuo ab intcgro, vela principio , qvam T&T efu^ 
pcrnis. 

X XX II X. Chcmnitius vero cum Chryfoftomo & nliis non- 
nuliis utrnmq-, fignificationcmconjungcndam ftatucrc videtur 
in Harmonia, qvod Rcgencrationoftra fit nova & fccunda gc- 
ncracio, rcfpedu vctcris & primae> in qva non -reqviritur mu- 
tatio in accidentibus tantum naturae humanae ; nec in parte ali- 
qva iubihincia: corrcftionc & reformatione opus eft, feddein- 
tegro , J>bipfis primis bumana: narurse initiis tota ilJa rcfingen-^ 
da eft, dum ipfanatura noftra , qvam generando & nafcendo 
accepimus,non tantumfauciata,iaefa & infirmataeft, ut vcl 
p-articulari fanationc & auxiljo juvari , rcftit ui ve , vcl aftvefa- 
^lionecorrigiachabitibus excolr poftit : Vcrum tota adca 
corrupta cft &depravata , in ipfageneratione, ipsa origine ita 
in vitio cx:iften te , ut no*n corrigenda, aut refarcianda,fed totaj, 
rtgencranda fit, ctiam i nterpretibus Apoftolis , qvi hanc locu-* 
tioncm reddidcrunt pcr aict & TmAiVj i.Pct. r^^&ij.Tit. 3,5. 
Eadcmc]; c fupcrnis ctiam fitfpirituah's&coclcftis>tranfccnden- 
ter diVinitus fa(fta,rationct%rrenae, carnahs, & naturalis ge- 
nerationis, dumpcrSpiritumS. confertur ndoptio & reliqva,^ 
dona rcgenerationis,Joh. 13. q vomodo etiam Jacobus Ep. fuac 
cap.T,i8- cxplicaflc hanc Chrifti fcntcntiam vidctur. Utut au- 
tCm qvoad rem nihil a veritace ahcnum fapiantha^ fingiilae o- 
pinioncs,qvoad voccm tamcn reliqvis primam prarfercndant 
ccnfcmus, id qvod ex cxphcatione Chrifti hcni Medici inftan:., 
multadiftimulantisinNicodemo V.5. & 6.hqvet , uttaceamus 
Syriacam & Hebraeam voccm neqvomni carerc ambigiiitate. 
X X XIX. Phrafisporroillal^tTi/77)^fct(TjA«ai; tj/ ^s^videtuiL-. 
Chcmnitio & Tarnovio fimihs cfle illis Pf 16, 10. videre corru- 
ptionem , &Luc. 2, 26. vidcremortem acitaeademcum illa v. 
feq.5. e^cTB^&iiv TTiv Suai\eiavTbf^S' Hic vcro ctinm ob- 
fcrvavit rllamfignificacioncm Vcrbi videre locum Ivcic bnbcrc 
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poflTcjqvaroccurrit Joh. 14,17. pr0agnofccrc& cognofccrc-» ; 
ubi tameninGrascononcfl:l(5«i/fcd^4i^«y. Aliasqvidem va- 
riaefuntacceptioncs verbi«^4* & videre y cx qvibus talis heic 
fcnfgselici potefl:: Qvinoncftgcnituscfupcrnis , non potcft 
intclligerc, ngnofcere, defiderare, qvaercrc, amplefti,& accipc- 
rc regnum Dei ; imo vcro vidcrc non datur tali homini regnum 
Dei, crgo multo minus ejus pofteflio finc TruXiyfsvsaiu^ 
X L. Sed & variant Commcntatorcs de regno Dei,qvid per il- 
lud vcniat inteiUgendum , dumalii accipiunt illud^ non fatis 
commodc,pro ipfo Chrifto , <:umxc.gnum Dei diftindum fit a 
Chrifto, illius datorc & authorc. Alii vcro cxponunt dc regno 
gratiacfeu Eccicfiamilitante&fanftitatcin ea. Alii dcregno 
glori«,ipfafc.vita aeterna & beatitudincibidem abfolutiflima. 
Qvac utraq; cxpofitio non incommodc conjungi poflc videtUT, 
Regnumcnimgratiac,fcu Ecdefia militans in hifcc terris eft 
qvafi ^%i$v f(j^ ^dvhov ad regnum gloriae & Ecclefiam^ 
triumphantem in coelis. Et qvi in hac vita eft vivum verae Ec- 
clefiae mcmbrum & in vera fidc ufq; ad finem pcrfeverat , is ali- 
qvando futuruseft mcmbrum Ecclefiac triumphantis & hacrcs 
rcgni coelorum, Unde ctiam qvod heic vocatur regnum DEI, 
idinfra V.16. vitae cCtcrnae nominc vcnit-.. 
XL I. Expedlabat qvidem Nicodemus , cum coeteris Judaeisu- 
na rcgnum aliqvod aMcfljainchoandum , fcd terrenum & 
mundanum , in qvo iibcrarcntur a poteftate& jugoRomano- 
rum^&detali rcgno cxiftimabat Baptiftam &Chriftumcon- 
cionari. Chriftus autem altcrius regni heic mcntioncm facit, 
qvodvocatrcgnumDei,incofitum>qvod Filius Dci promif- 
fusMcflSashumanum gcnus , fua mortc expotcftatc& rcgno 
Satanac^in qvod per pcccatum incidcrat,liberaturusj,ac per pr^- 
dicationcmEuangcliiEcclefiam fuam collcdurus crat ; qvam 
etiam in hac vita vclut proprium fuum rcgnum adverfusomnes 
hoftcsdcfendcrc, actandemad regnum gloriae in vita acterni 
transfcrre volebat_^. 

X L I L Ex hac refponfionc fcu informationc Chrifti,utut ob- 
fcuriore adhuc,pro confundendo & exerccndoNic odcmo^hauc 
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difficultcr colligitur^qvae potiffimumcapita in concione 5r do* 
ftrinaChrifti^qvam inculcaveratHicrufolymis,Nicodemi a- 
nimum turbarint & ofFcndcrint. Homincs nimirum , qvi ad 
beatitudincm initio crant crcati,propter pcccatum Adae primi, 
incurriflc tantam malcdidioncm , ut omncspofteri ejus ab eo 
prognati abominabiles & inutilcs fint natura,dum in corporc, 
anima, & omnibus viribus ac opcribus adeo funt depravati , ut 
ncmopcrfe &exfcpoflit regnumDeividcrb , autad iilud per- 
vcnirc : Et propterca omnibus homiiiibus , qvi nolunt perirc, 
fed vitam a^tcrnam habere, opus eflc,ut rcgcnerentur ad fpcm-. 
vita: aetcrnec propter fecundum Adamum Chriftum i. Pet. i. v. j. 
hoc cft, ut ex filiis Adami fihi Dci fi<int, ac fide in Chriftum gra- 
tis falventur, ad qvam regencrationcm, perindc ut ad primam^ 
geno«ationem, homo ex fe ipfo nihil plane confcrre poteft^utut 
illam impedlrc poflit, & Deo regenerare vohenti refifterc , non^ 
tantumcarnalimalitia Rom.g)/. fed etiam afluali pcrvicacia 
Matth. 23,27. Ad. 7,14. & 13, 4.hanc vero non itcm. Qvae ct- 
jam duo omnibus tcmporibusrationem humanam ofl^enderunt, 
hodieq^ofFendunc qvam maximc. 

X L 1 1 1. Nicodcmum igitur , adhuc carnalcm & animalem-/, 
carnalitcr res minime c^nales, fed qvse Dei crant , intelligen- 
tcm , dc reqvifito ipfo, ncmpe Rcgeneratione, qvae impoflTibilis 
ipfi^ qvi aliam nativitatem qvam carnalem non noverat , vidc- 
batur,qv2ercntcm (Scobjicicntem ita introducitEuangcIifta : 
V. 4 Asy^ wr^t^duTov 0 NiK6^yjpL<3^' TTug^vvaraji ai&^ct)7r(^ 

XLIV. Alii certc Pharifaei, fi i^udiviflenthaccverba Chrifti, 
rififlen t & abiiflent,perinde ut fecerunt Capernaitac & ex Difci- 
puHsipfiusetiamnonnuIliJoh.6,66. Hic autem nofter,qvod 
laudiipfivcrtcndum, pcrfcvcrat pulfando donecilliaperitur, 
ac ab afl^eftu carnali ad intelligcntiam pervenit fpiritualcm. Et 
hac ratione Trig ejus,& qvidcm ceu nondum renati,nec multum 
crcdcntis,fedadhuc tcrrenafapientis ( qvalium illam particu- 
lamaflcritefleChryfoftomus, qvam Cyrillus nominat Judai- 
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cumvcrburn,ft^»tuitq;extrcniifuppliciicauflam ) difcereintc- 
rim dcfiderantis & cxoptantis ( qvicqvid tandem vidctur Tole- 
to y qvi hic admixtam vult qvandam fcintillam fuperbise Jdum 
dicit: ,^^w^^(?potcft homogencrari ? vox cft qvidem ratio* 
nis humanacjcarnalibus cogitationibus pcrturbata:: non tamen 
irridcntiscaqva^dicebantur cum improbis, fedadmirantispo- 
tius,juxta V. 7. & qva^rcmis veritatis gratia de gcn uino intelle- 
AuRegcncrationis^qvam non intellexitNicodemus^nec intcl- 
ligcrepotuitpcr prudentiam&fcientiam carnis ; qvum talia, 
fpiritualiter dijudicanda, animali homini fint ftulcitia,i. Cor. 2. 
V. 14. Carnalcm novcrat generationem , qva cx fangvinibus & 
voluntate carnis & ex voluntatc viri homines gignuntur, nihil 
fcicnsdeilla^qva cxDco rcgencrantur^ Joh. 1^,13. De illaqvam.. 
noverat, loqvitur ; ad altcram nondum afcendernL^. ^ 
XLV. Qvi vcro hodieq; ^lvomodo qv^^runt in fpiritualibus 
& divinis, minus funt excufabiles , qvam Nicodcmus, qvod in^ 
rantaluce coccutiant adhuc , nolintq^fidcm habcre rcvelatis, 
ac ipfis acqviefcere : fcd inqvirunt in Deum abfconditum,fcru- 
tantcsitamajeftatem, utproptereanonmirum fit cosopprimi 
igloria,Prov.25, ^j.dcgencrare a fimplicitatcqva^cftin Chri- 
fto , 2. Cor.11,3. ac circa fidcm^i.Tim. 6^zi. & veritatem abcrra- 
rc a fcopOj,2.Tim.2,i8. atqj ita fcparari a Chrifto, ac gratia exci- 
dere,Gal.5,4. 

XLVL Qyamvis autcm omni 3ct<iti fit impofllbilc denud 
nafci corporalitcr eo modo, qvem defcribit Nicodcmus^ ut fcil. 
homo in uterummatris fuaefccundo incrocac, &nafcatur(Iicct 
nonnullipoft baptifmumad vcntrcmlvlatris concupifcentiam 
fc. & peccatum revertantur, in qvos compctit illud Ez.16,9. In 
diebus ortus tui non eft precifus umbilicus tuus ,* ficut con tra^ 
credentes & Eledi in utcrum qvafi gratiae , in q vo initio homo 
creatus & veluti gcnitus crat , ac ex qvo projcdum univcrfunxj 
genus humanum in Adam , pcr fidem in Chriftum rcdire poiP- 
funt ) meminiflc tamcn vidctur Nicodemus fcncdutis in fpccic^ 
dura dicit : q vomodo poteft q vifpiam gcncrari , qvum fit fc- 
nex , tum ut a fe ipfo exemplum promeret, qvi jam fcncx fuam-* 
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q vsercbat falutcm ; tum ut ab actnte contraria omnin6 nafccnti 
dubium & objcdio cllet evidcntiorj, ut taceamus tcrtiam ratio- 
nem minusfolidam , qvam prioribus addit AlphonfusSalmc- 
ron, Nicadcmum fc. pucallc pueros & adolefcentcs bene habc- 
rc, &:renafcentia miiiime indigcre^qvodprolixioris vitaefpem 
concipiant: fciicsvcrovitaCj,qvamfibidcficcrefcntiunt , cupi- 

dioresefle_j. 

XLVII. Ad hancNicodemi qvaeftionem feu objcdioncm-», 
non ex malitia , verum ex infcitia potius profedam 

v. 5. A-Tnxg/f^"'? l^l^^^^ ydurjvciayiv A/j^ ffvi saJjfJLYi Ttg yivvYr 

XLIIX. Non dcfunt,qvi volunt pridrcm Clirifti afFertionem 
dcRcgeneratione v.^.fuilfc gcncralcmjjcomplcdlentem morta- 
lesuniverfos fivefublegenaturse , five Mofis inVeteri Tefta- 
mcnto qvomodocunq; rcgenitos , hanc vero pofteriorem cfle.^ 
fpecialcm q va pcculiaris & fingularis N. T. rcnafcentie modus 
ordinarius declaretur. Qyae fcntcntia fua non carct probabi- 
litatc; qvumccrtumfic^fandos^qviin V.T. tam antelegenxj, 
q vam poft lcgcm In tam vixcrunt,verc otAiod^v regeneratos fuiffc, 
dum crcdcntcs in Chriftum venturum,fihi Dei ac haercdcs vitx 
xternacfti(?lifunt,utviderecft,Gcn.5,24. & 6, 9. i.Reg. 14, 8. 
z.Rcg 23,25. Job.1,12. Luc.1,6. Ad.13^2. Heb.ii, a v. 8- ad 17. Jac. 2, 
25.2.Pet 2,7. 

XLIX. Nosintcrim fimplicioremcommunemfcntentiam fe- 
qvcntes,ftatuimuscnehancrepctitioncm, priorum planiorem 
expofitionem^inqva/zl/^yJ^i/expHcaturper v^oop figjf Trvsvfict 6c 
iki/perwojA^fiy. Magna igitur nftcvcratione, perindeut fu- 
pra,aflcritfchriftus,non loqvens cx ore Jehovae ad morem alio- 
rumProphetarum, fcd propriis fuis verbis, tanqvamipfe Jc 
hova & Deus, neceflTariam cfle omnibus,ips6 ctiamNicodemo, 
cum qvo loqvcbatur , inclufo, qvi alias tanqvam Pharifaeus ha- 
bcbat Zclum lcgis Ad 26,5 GaLi,!^. & fecundum juflitiam iii_» 
lege crat irreprehenfibilis PhiL 3,6.Regenerationcm iri N.T. ex 
aqva& fpiritu(Vctusintcrprescum aliis nonnulIis,cxPatnb^ 
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tam Graecis qvam Latinis addit^ fandlo Ambrofio legcnte & pcr 
aqvam & fpiritum, & dc aqva & fpiritu. Unde Tolctus licec-» 
minus folide colligerc vult Grxcaexempiaria olim varia cxti- 
tifTc y nulla intcrim cum rci diverfitatc ) per qvx duo non intel- 
liguntur diftinfti baptifmi Johannis & Chrifti , ex fcntentia»> 
Pontificiorum heterodoxa. Qyanqvam enim certa nota Jo- 
hannisBaptifmusa baptifmo Apoftolorum diftingvebatur,ad- 
miniftratus videiicet in Chriftum s-fix^^u^fov rationc manifcfta- 
tionis & prcedicationis,Matth.3,ii. Acl.i^;^. Solis Judocis^Matc. 
3,5.Ephcf 2,12. & qvidem fine ulla miraculofncollcitione vifi- 
biliujjn Spiritusfandusdonorum , Joh. 10,41. Convenicbat ta- 
mcn cum illo , authore Deo,Matth.2i, 25. Joh.i, 23. Matcria qvx 
fuitaqva , cum tota S.S.Trinitate^Matt,3,i6.i7. Forma,ncmpe 
qvod fucrit lavacrum aqvae inverbo, Eph.5, 6. Tandemqvc^ 
finc; qvum fuerit lavacnim refipifcendaein rcmifnoncm pcc- 
catorum,Marc.i,4. &Mcdium y qvo a vcntura ira Hbcrabantur 
ab ipfo baptizati,Matt.3,7.ac confiliumDei,qvod qvi fcqveban* 
tur y falvati funt,Luc.7,3o v qvae cfFcda nudae aqvae a Spiritu Dci 
fejuncflae adfcribi nulla rationc poftimt 5 ut taccamus,fccus fi cf- 
fet, alio mcmbra, & alio caput Chriftum baptifmo ufum cflc_j, 
ilIumq,-fuo baptifmo noftrumnon fanftificaflc,ncc unum no- 
vi Tcftamcnti efle baptifmum , qvae aflfertio advcrsa fronte cum 
Paulo pugnat,Eph. ^,^'. 

L. Et hinc non rcbaptizabantur baptizati a Johannc Apo- 
ftoli&alii; utut aliud probarc conentur nonnulli'cx loco 
Acn:.i9,4.divcUentcSi[^ia>7Ti;c?7VPaulibimcmbrcm recitationem, 
tam dc fumma Concionum Johannis Baptiftae, qvam dc rc poft 
concioncm ab codcm geri confveta 5 q vae duo conncdunt par- 
ticulae fjSp & \ praeterqvam qvod ibi fit fermo non de collatio- 
ne Spiri tus gratiar regcnerantis pcr Apoftolos^ fed dc donis Spi- 
ritusS. miraculofis,qvaeetiamper Apoftolorum manuum im- 
pofitionem, non qvidem fcmper y fcd qvam faepiflime cum ba- 
ptifmo collata funt credentibus. 

LI. Hisobfervatisfacilis accxpcditus cft eorum vcrboruni-» 
intelledus,qvaefupracap.i,26.dicit Johannes : (iuTfli^a) cv 



u^anyuhi difccmit foIutnmodo,in fiia pcrfona^inter externani^ 
miaiihorumEcclcfi^E 2i^Kovictv fcuminiftcrium A internam-» 
Chrilh ^6mfjjv^c€^iicnctv. Qvod enim per externum minifte- 
riumintusanimiadpoenitcntiam convertantur , fide illumi- 
nentur ^ ad remifTioncm pcccatorum per Spiritum S. renoven- 
tur^hoc non potcftminifter faccre, fedinfolidum eft opus , cffi- 
cacia:,&donumChriftii qvae tamen cfficacia ne divellatuiLj 
abexternommifterio, ideo fcriptura alias conjundim loqvi- 
tur deminiftcrio (Scefficacia, Aca.i^^ig.l.Tim.^^id. Johan.2o,2j. 
Eft namqvbaptifmus unum ^^^iiAsG^fjLct ad cujus (nj^oivdux 
concurrunt ivspyl^^ una miniftri, aqvam cum pronunciationc 
vcrborum afpergentis : altera Chrifti/imul medianteejufmo- 
diaqvseafperfioneefficacitcr operantis. Qyaeci/fV^flwetfi prin- 
cipiirefpeftudiverfx & difcrepantesfint, non ta^men funt di- 
vuir^e,fedadunum^T?Ag(7|ac6vi&vigore inftitiitionis Chri- 
fti myfticc confpirann,.. 

L 1 1. Similitcr ncq^ particula ^ hoc loco eft cxegetica , ut^ 
contcnduntCalviniani,elevantes neceffitatem & eff^edumBa- 
ptilVni y qvafi aqva & Spiritus pro eodem ponerentur, perindc^ 
utvolunt Spiritiimfanclum & ignem proeodem fumiMat.j,!!^ 
q-vum nufpiaminfcriptura^ in qvanon fempcr qvod conjun- 
dim profertur, rei ejufdcmeft cxplicatio ) aqva& Spiritus ita 
jungantur , ut rem unam & eandem fignificent ; & aliud fic^ 
SpiritusS. aliud ignisin qvofemiraculose vifibilem exhibuitj, 
ut videre eft Aca. I, 5. & 2,j. & 8.>r5- & ^975> 

LIII. Ncc etiam proprie & primo per aqvam heic intelJigi- 
tur mortificatio veterishominis ,<5cper fpiritum renovationa- 
tur^e, qvanqvam illa fignificet Baptifmus juxtaLutherum;mul- 
to minus per aqv^am& fpiritum heic intelHguntur liqvida& 
puraelementa oppofica craffiorielemento terrena^kilicetmoli 
corporishumani,qvafiChriftuspermetaphoras aqvae &aeris 
hortaretur homi ncs ad novitatem vitae, ut incptiffime heic phi- 
lofophanturnonnulli. 

L I V. Sed per aqvam , proprie heic accepta voce^intclligitur 
oxatcria extcrna vifibilis , &terrena baptifmi p juxta dida^ 

Eph.5,27. 



Eph. 5, 27. Tit. 3, 5. 1. Joh.5,8.qva etinm primus adminifter Ba- 
ptifmi hoc Sacramcatum admmiftravit, Matth. 3^, 6. Apoftoli 
ipfi baptizaverunt Aft. 8^ 3^« & qvam Spiritus fandus jubet iii^ 
Baptifmi adminiftracflioneadhiberi,Eph.5,26.Idcj; cxfententia 
religiola Patrum, tum adimplcndam typorum vcritatcmj,Ef 12^ 
3. &44>3.4.Ez.i6,^. &36;25.26. &47, i. Jocl. 3^ 23. &c; tum nc-» 
matcria ad tantae neccflitatis Sacramcntumncmininonin pa- 
ratocftcpoftct;tumdeniq;ob analogiamqvx aqVcX intcrccdit 
cum hocSacramcntoi Pet. 3. Per Spiritum vero ita abfolutc fi- 
nearticulo pofitum , perindeut Joh. 4,2 5. fignificatur interna, 
invifibilis & caleftis materiaejufdcmfacramcnti,ncmpc tota.* 
S.S. Trinitas juxta Inftitutionis vcrba,Matt.i8, 19. Toti enim SS. 
Trinitati adfcribcndaRcgcncratio noftra: qvanqvam hoc opus 
adextra , tanqvam bonitatis & charitatis Dci, mcrito pcrfona: 
SpiritusS. pcr appropriationemalias attribuitur inScriptura ^ 
Atq; ita per aqvam & fpiritum tanqvam matrcm & patrcm hu- 
jusRcgenerationiscxponit hcicChriftus Sacramenti Baptifmi 
materiam , ficut in priore Propofitionc \\cr cuioo^v cjufdem cau- 
famefficientem inculcaftc vidctur , cum finc cjufdcm ultimo u- 
trobiq> , q vi cft vifio rcgni Dci, lcu introitus in rcgnum Dci. 
LV. Alii aqvam intcrprctantur Baptifmum,per q vem intclli- 
gunttotum extcrnum miniftcrium Euangelii, vidclicct vcrbum 
& Sacramenta; atq; ita non tantum intindioncm in aqvam,vcl 
'afFufionemaqvscifed etiam dodtrinam Euangclii dc Jcfu Chri- 
fto , in cujus nomine Baptifmus diftribucbatur & adhuc diftri- 
buitur; qvofcnfu voxBaptifni occurrit ^ Marc.i,4.Luc. 3,3. 
Matth. 21,25. Mapc.11,30. Luc.20^4. Aft.i^ 22. & 10, 37. & 13, 24. & 
18,25. &i9,3. Sola cnim intindio in a qvam fcu infufio aqva: pcr 
fcnoncftnificorporalislotio& externum balncum ^ fed addi- 
to vcrbo feu Evahgclij dodrina y cujus cpitomc lunt vcrba : Ba- 
ptizo teinnomincPatris &FiIij,& Spiritusfandli^ qvar promit- 
tit pcrBaptifmum rcmiflioncm peccatorum , & vcram coram-» 
Dcomundicicm,proptcr Jcfum Chriftum , qvi & cum Patrc & 
Spiritofando verus & actcrnus Dcus^fit verus Baptifmus. Per 
Spiritum vcro intclligunt Spiri tum fanftu , qvi pcr Baptifmum 



hoc cft, per vcrbiim &: Sacramcnta donatur, ut hominem reno- 
vct,& pcr lavacrum aqvae Baptifmi cfficaciter operatur y ac for- 
dcs primx ex parentibus nativitatis emundat. 
LVI. Alii per aqvam intelliguntBaptifmum & cauflam organi- 
ca^pcr Spiritum vero caufam principale Rcgencrationis noflre. 
Q\Mnqvam enim Dco & fpiritui cjus adfcribcnda fint opera rc- 
gcncrationis noftra! \ illa tamcn non Enthufiaftica ratione_^ 
a>ximq , fcd pcr ordinaria mcdia operatur. Ut taceamus Pa- 
truip» nonnullorum meditationes , qvi volunt Chriftum allufif- 
Tcad totumhomincm rcgencrandum y conftantcm corporc-» 
vifibili & animo invifibili , pcr aqvam corporcam vifibilcm , & 
fpiritum invifibilcm , tanqvamduas cauflas rcgcnerationis. 
QycxfenrcnticTqvoadrem nihil habcnt hctcrodoxum autcon- 
trariumprorfus priori fentcntiic 5 utut qvoad modum rei & 
tcrminos ab ca difFerrc videantur_,. ^ 

L V IL Hxc Rcgencratio , qvse modo jam cxpiicato fit, cora- 
pleaiturprimo:, qvodSpiritusfanclustenebrasnoftras , hoc 
cft^mentcm voluntatem & cor, collatis pcr medium a Deo ad id 
ordinatum novis fpiritualibus donis & facultatibus illuminer, 
utrcgnum Dcividcrcpofiimus. Sccundo confcrt gratis pro- 
pter Chrilhimpcrfidcmacceptum (minime vero proptcr no- 
llramimperfcc1amnovitatcm,fcqventcm, non autcm praccc- 
dentem adoptioncm ) rcmiflloncm peccatorum , juftificatio- 
nem, adoptioncm A haercditatcm vitae aetcrnae,dum ex filiis irac 
facitfiliosgratix. Tcrtio comprchcnditfrudus , ut fciheffi- 
ciamur novac creaturx , creati in Chrifto ad bona opera, Ephcf. 
z 10. ac novum homincm induamus , qvi fecundum Dcum con- 
ditus eft ad juftitiam & fanditatcm veram cap.4, 24 ; inq^ novi- 
tate vitae indics magis magisq; ambulcmus Rom.6:, 4. 
LI I X. Alia igitur rationc rcfpondit hcic Chriftus Nicodcm.o 
Pharifaeo, qvorrentidc modo perveniendiad vitam aetcrnam, 
qvam vel Adolefccntulo , Matth. 19^ l6. Marc. 16, 17. Luc. 18, i8- 
aut lcgisperito Luc.io^z^.Hos enim inflatos juftina lcgis,ac cxi- 
flimantes fe fuis viribus & mcritis poflc implcrc lcgcm,remittit 
ad faciendarn lcgem,ut reipsa comperirenturimbccillitatem vi- 
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riumfunrum > & hnmiriarentur ,'ac agnofccntes iram Dci & 
damnationcm fuam excitarenturadqvxrendam aliam falutis 
viam^qvae cft in bcnedido feminc Abrahae Jcfu Chrifto propo- 
fita. lilum autcm foUicite intcrrogantem y humiliato procui 
dubio & contrito corde^dc vera ratione ingrediendi in regnum 
Dei,rcmittit ad audicndum Euangeliumdc rcmiftio ne pcccato- 
rum^qvod eft potentia adfalutem omni crcdcnti,Rom.i> i6. 
LIX. Atqjcxhifccpatetfummamefte neccflitntcm Reg<mc- 
rationis , qvxfitper aqvam & fpiritumlnfantibusparitcr& 
adultis, illis qvidem pro confeqvenda fide ; his vero pro eadcm 
confirmanda ; qvam tamen tantam non facimus^ut ubi habcri 
nonpotcft,&abcftcontemptus,privethomines falutc , cum 
contrarium appareat in Latronc^Luc.z^t^o.^i. Qva de re & a- 
liis hunc Articulum concerncntibus, copiose agitur in Locps 
communibus,ad qvos eti^m Leftorem amandamus. 
LX. Chriftusvero probaturus immotam veritatcm fuae thc^ 
fcfit)s de necefluate Regencrationis ex oppofitis argumentatun^ 
huncinmodum: 

vniuSl/Jov coc 7rvsv(jLaT@^ TTvevfjbu Sgi, 

LXL InhacoppofitioneappcllationcCarnisnonvenitintel- 
ligcndacarneamoles& fubftantia corporis noftri ; fedtotus 
homo,qvalis eft ex prima nativitate ex parcntibus poft lapfum. 
inqvafignificationecomplcditur voxcarnis carentiam jufti- 
ti<:e originalis , dcpravationem naturae & rcatum iraedivinae, 
mortis & damnationis aetcrnac : Atq; ita totum homincm cum 
omnibus naturalibus viribus, tam corporc, qvam anima , dcfti- 
tuturafpiritUjfeuirrigenitum ^qvo fcnfu accipiturcadem vox 
Gcn.6,3.Ef.4o,6.Rom.7,5.i8.&8>i5-Contra vcrovoce Spiritus 
denotatur nonanimahumana , ut vult Cyrillus, erranscom- 
muncmerrorcm , ac jam dudum profcriptum de animae crca- 
tionc^ non vero generationc : fed totus homo regencratus, qvi 
ablato&rcmiflorcatupropter Chriftimcritum , ac imputata 
pcr fidcm juftitia Chriftij^Rom.io^^.acccptatur ut filius & haercs 
Dci;,hoc cft^cocleftis & fpiritualis cfficitur , Rom. g;,!^. i6. ac in-* 
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tjvo Caro dcpravata incipit per Spiritum mortificari,& fpolia- 
ta caro incipit novis fpiritualibusdonis renovari ; utut non., 
fmcluaa,GaL5,i7. ufq;duminaltcravita, evancfcente ultimo 
hoftc,i.Cor.i5,26. omnia confummata fuerint, qvac tam morti- 
ficationcmqvam renovationem conccrnunt ^ undc etiam rc- 

furrcdlio vocatur TnthyTbvvricnctM^^^^ I9>^8- 
LXII. Et fic poniturheicutcrqiterminuspcrMetonomiam 
Snbjcdi pro Adjundo, fcu Abftrradi pro Concreto , dum Caro 
ponitur pro carnali,& Spiritus pro fpirituali;qvo utroq; modo 
loqvendi utitur Paulus,priore qvidcmlocis modo allatis^poftc- 
riorc vcro Rom.7,14. i.Cor.2,15. Gal.6,1. 

LXII I. Convenit igitur hoc didum CHRISTI qvoad 
fenfum cum illo Pauli,i.Cor.i5,46. [ qvicqvid tandcm vidcatur 
Pi(catori,nodumhcicinfcirpoqvacrcnti,ac dida abApoftolo 
fecundum qvid, dc corporc animali & naturali,prout habct in^ 
fe cauflam corruptionis , nimirum peccatum , fumenti,pro fua 
fophiftica,tanqvam fimpliciter dida dc corporc animato & na- 
turali]exqvoetiamfimplicinime explicari & illuftrari potcft 
huncinmodum : ut illaverba,qvodgenitumeftcx carnecaro 
cft^idcm fint ac fi dixilTcc Chriftus,qvod gcnitum cft ex hominc 
carnali[qvales fuat omneshomincs rationc gcncrationis ctiam 
aliasfandiflTimiJefthomocarnalis : feu qvodgenitumcftcK 
primo Adamo^uno illo hominc carnali,cx qvo omncs homines 
carnalcmoriginem trahunt , qvi pcr lapfum amiflaoriginali 
juftitia^fanftitatCj, fapientia, fclicitate,bcatitudine , & immor- 
talitate, qvibustotusfpiritualiserat, qvalis fi manfiflec confi- 
milesfiliosgcneraflcciadus eft injuftus,impius,ftultus, da- 
mnatus, malediftus,mortalis, totusq; carnalis, eft vctus Adara, 
talis fc.pulvercus:,qvalis illc pulvcrcus,nihil prorfus ncc in cor- 
porc , ncc in anima habcns , proptcr qvod,aut cujus viribus re- 
gnumDei vidcreautingrediqvcat : Vcrboruthi^erd contra-4, 
qvod gcni tum cft ex Spiritu Spiritus cft,fcnfusfit, qvi gcncratur 
cx jEfu Chrifto,unic6 iUo hominc fpirituali & Adamo novifli- 
mo,cjufq; Spiritu,hic eft Spiritus fcu fpirituaiis homo,qvi cft in 
Chrifto nova creatura,2.Cor.i5,i7. indutus Chrifto, Galat. j, j/. 
& inhabitatus aChrifto^Eph.j,!/. cxiftcns tcmplum,i.Cor 6,16. 
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Ebf.3,6.&mcmbrum Chrifti,!. Cor.12, 12. ac "parmes in vito 
Chrifto,Joh.i5,5.adoptatusita advitamzternam , ac futurus 
tandcm talis perfeaus coeleftis,qvalis ilie coeleftis cft. 
LXIV. Dum vcrovocamushcicChriftum , hominem fpiri>- 
tualem,nonhocvolumus,Chriftum carnis noftrxfubftantiam 
nonaffumfifle, cumcontrarium manifeftum fit ex fcripturS, 
Joh.1,4 Rom.i,5.& 8;3.i.Tim.?,i6.i.Joh.4,2.&2.Epift.v.7. ficut 
ncq; corpora noftra mutantur inSpiritumautanimaabomni 
prorfus pcccato liberatur : fcd hoc innuimus Chriftii non com- 
nrehendi fub primo membro hujus oppofitionis , verum fub fe- 
cundo. Nam qvamvis Chriitusveram habeat carnem.veraqvc 
excarnc natusfit, proutvocecarnis,fignificaturipfa fubftantia 
humanx naturae: tamcn eo fenfu , qvo caro hcic accipitur ,fo- 
lus Chriftus [non vero cum co una Maria , ut volunc Pontificii] 
neq5excarnenatuseft,conceptus fcil. non naturali propaga- 
tione,fcdcxSpiritufa4i(ao,mundame&fanaificantccarnem^ 
noftram , qvam aflumpfit, nec caro fcu carnalis eft , fed fpiri- 
tualis,i.Corint.i5,45.nobis fimilis in omnibus excepto peccato, 
Phil.2,7.8.Hcb.2,i7.& 4,T5, 2.^0^.5,21.1. Pet.2,22. utitafit Chri- 
ftus5sa*.&p4)T©-&talispcr^o"3 y Filius Dei non adoptivus, 
qvemadmodumnos,fednaturalis, inqvodikao nosgratisfi- 
bi acccptos cff^ecit Deus,Eph 1,6. 

LXV SednccpatrocinaturcauflTac Calvmiarum contenden- 
tium aqvam & fpiritum,^.^ efl^e twGto , qvod Chriftus hcic'pro- 
prcr avTtS^fftv faciat tantum mcntioncmSpiritus omifsa aqv^ rc- 
pcritione ; qvum unum includere , non fit ftarim excludcrc al- 
tcrum:nififorte voluerint eodcm argumento cvincere Bapri- 
fmum pcnitus exterminandum efl^e^proptcrcaqvod.qvumChri- 
ftus dixiflit Matth-i6,i6. Qyi crediderit & baptizatus f ueru,fal- 
vus erit,poftea,pra:teritaBaptifmi racntionc,fubjungat;qvi non 
crcdidcrit,condemnabitun_.. 

LXVL His pra:mifl!is, pro illuftrationc & confirmarionc_» 
aflcrrionis , progreditur Chriftus ad rcfcllendam argumenta- 
tioncmNicodemiabimpoflibili, cauflTam impoflibilitaris re- 
movcnsare,&inpcrfonaccaminte]ligcre non valcnris incapa- 
citatemconfercns: cujus refutarionis confcqvens pracmitritur 
talivcrborumforraa: ^-9* 



LXVII. Hcxc vcrba nonnuUi referunt ad antecedentia, hoc 
modo: audivifti^Nicodemc^qvarcncceffaria fit omnibusRe- 
gcneratio, ncmpcqvia qvod natumeftexcarnc , Caro cft y ac 
proptcrca ita corruptum, ut non poflit^nifi rcgcncratum fuerit 
cx aqva & SpiritUvVidcicrcgnum Dei : hinc igitur intelligcrc-* 
potcs tc non dcberc mirari,qvod dixi^ oportct vos gcncrari 
^v. Ufitatius vcro & commodius illa conneduntur cumfe- 
qvcntibus, itautiliis, addita fubjedla fimiiitudinc,ftuporcnx-» 
Nicodemo,cx rei qvam audicbat infolentia conceptum cximcrc 
volucrit Chriftus. Ohfcrvatione autcm dignum cft Chriftum 
diccre: ^« vfjLctg yem^voui ajiod^v. Iftis cnim vcrbis feipfum-» 
folum ab ifta neceflitatc cxcludit , qvod flon ita fit natus cx car- 
nc, ut opus habucrit Rcgcncrationc , ficut rcliqvi mortalcs , ia 
pcccatis conccpti & nati, inckidit vero Nicodcmum,virum do- 
dum in Lcge & Prophetis^ac Pharifasum , cumq^ annumcrat rc- 
liqvis omnibus hominibus. 

LXIIX. Scrupulumigitur ilhim,qvi videbaturinanimoNi^ 
codemi adhuc reftare , propter qvem Regenerationem fpiritua- 
lcm crederc nondum valcbat, q via fc. ocuiis iila videri , aut fen- 
fibus & ratione qvoraodo fiat^comprchcndi non potcft^mancn- 
tcutpote codem corporc poft Rcgenerationcm,qvod ante cam, 
& anima non cxiftcntc finc pcccato in renatis, rcmoturus Chri- 
ftus, adducitj,pro antcccdcntc fuae refutationis,fimiIitudinemi 
vcnto dcfumptam in talia folutus verba./. 

v.g. To TTVSVfjLcx. oTra 9sA« Trvei-, f(c^ Tt]V CPd^v^v cjujt^ ciK8eig$ 
ciykoi oUa4 TTvS^ve^x^raj vTmyl' «ra^cli?» mig o >«- 

LXIX. Hac fimilitudinc vuhChriftus doccrc,qvod,qvcmad- 
modum in qvotidianis &Phyficis rebus in hac vitacorporali 
xnultafunt &fiunt, inqvibusvirtutcm Dei cxtare inficiari nc- 
inopoteft,qvactamcn non ncgamuseflre, propterca qvia ratio 
corum occulta nobis cft, & modum fenfibus ac rationc comprc- 
hcndcre non pofTumus : ita multo magis abfurdum cflct ncgare 
fpiritualcm gcnerationcm propterea q vod in cenfus non incur- 
rcrct^& rationc comprchcndi non poffcL-». 

D z Simi- 



LXX. Similitudo talis cfl pcr isn^TBtm & ^'^«ait^. Qy^R^- 
admodum fpiritusfcu vcntus, qviqvafi mcdium cft inter cor- 
poralia & fpiritualia ( pcrindc ut Gen. i Exod. i/, lo. & ii, ji. 
Amos 4,13. Jon.1,4. & 4,9' ) ubi vult fpirat, ac liberc , ncminc-* 
impcdientc, omnes orbis partcs pcrflat , & voccm ejus y ftrido- 
rcm, fonitum, & fibilum audis, fcd nefcis.unde vcniat , ac oria- 
tur,&qvo vadat^ feuubi tcrminetur , nontam rationccauflac 
primx,qv2Dcuseft,cjufq;voluntas,qvam rationc locidetcr- 
minati , cx qva partc alicujus cardinalis loci incipiat ^ & in qva 
partcoppofitadcfinat: talis etiameftratio /qvomodo aliqyis 
diciturnatuscxfpiritu, fimilcq^ qvoddam occurritin Rcgcne- 
ratione, qvsc fada poteft animadverti ex motibus fpirituaiibus, 
qvomodo autem fiat, fciri non potcft. Nam Spiritus S. non fe- 
cundum dignitatem & merita praedifpofitos & abfolute cledos, 
fed qvos vult, q vando vult aicanis fuis afflatibus adfpirat , divi- 
dens donafua fingulis ficut vult i.Cor. 12, 4. ( vuit autem fpirarc 
in omnibus vocatis, externam difciplinam praeftantibus^id eft, 
vcrbum Dci audicntibus , legcntibus , repctentibus , meditanti- 
bus, ncc obiccm fibi curis mundanisaut pcccatis regnantibus 
aliovemod6poncntibus)cujus Rcgencratio nonfcnfibus car- 
nis>ncc rationekumana, fed exefficacia fpiritus libere movcri- 
tis & agentis rcgcneratos pcrcipitur , Rom. 8, i3- "^^^ fruai- 
bus fpiritus prxfemia & efflcaciacognofcatur Galat. 5, 22. Ipfis 
ctiam rcnatis faepe non intelligcntibus , undc motus & afflatus 
Spiritus fubitd fxpe veniant^ & ad qvem cvcntum fpiritus illos. 

itaagati^. , . . . 

L X X I. Auguftinus,cum aliis qvam piurimi9,perSpiritum,mv 
hocverfu^intelligitutrobiq^SpiritumS. qvod fpiritus vocabu- 
lum nunqvam inN.T. pro vento accipiatur, & in V.T. non nifi 
fincArticulorprxterqvam qvod omnia & fingula magis qvadra- 
rent in Spiritum S. cujus tunc vocem ex ore Chrifti potius audi- 
vitNicodcmus , qvamventum,qviproprie voluntatcm & vo- 
ccm non habet, neq; venire aut vaderc dicitur, & q vi non vidc- 
tur tunc temporis perflafle cubiculum , ubi Chriftus & Nicodc- 
mus colloqvebantur. Et ita hoc fenfu volunt haec vcrba con- 

tinerc 



tinercExcgcfiniIIorumvcrborum,qvod natum cft cx Spiritu, 

Spirituseft. r • i- r 

LXXII. Verumqvominu$huicfentcntiaE,qvae aliasperlc_* 
orthodoxa cft, noftrum calculum adderc poflimus , impeditim- 
primis particiila , qvae monftrat Chriftum excmplo in 
-mTi ufum fuiflc,qvod ab co cujus caufsa effx:rtur , oportet cflTtj 
diftindum. Utut igiturin N.T. non occurratalibi haec vox 
provcnto, fufficit tamen qvod^ionmodononfitiftaacceptio 
plane alicna ab illa voce, fcd & magis propria qvam illa,qva fu- 
micur pro Spiritu S. id qvod Vcrbi a qvo dcfcendit ufus fatis fu- 
pcrqve demonftrat, Matth.7,25.27. Luc.12,55. Joh. 6, ig. Ad. 27, 
^o.Apoc.^ii.UndcetiamTTV^^^jVoxab eadcm radicc defcendcns, 
pro vcnto feu flatu occurrit,A(ft.2, 2. Nec obfcrvatioilla perpc- 
tua cft, qvod fcmpcr Articulo defti tuta in V.T. apud LXX. Inter- 
prctcsoccurrat voX7n/fVaT(^fumpta pro vento, oum contra- 
riuro vidcrc liceat,Exod.r5,io. i.Reg.ip,!!. Pf i8- Ecclcf i, 6. 
Ezech.27,26. & 57, 9. & paflim eadem vox, tam in Vetcri qvam.. 
N. T. finc Articulo nulloq; vcftita Epitheto pro Spiritu S. pona- 
tur. Rcliqva autcm omnia pcr Metaphoram , phrafi ctiam fcri- 
pturs, qvadrarc in ven tum ( qvi forte ctiam tunc flabat cum ve- 
hemcntia, pra:terqvamqvod,n<9naudis,deaIio etiam tcmporc 
qvamdeprxfentiintclligipoflit) tam raanifcftum eft, qvam^ 

qvod manifcftiflimum. ^ . ... . 

L X X II I. Maldonatus tandcm per ivnv^Lt*. intelligi t animam, 
perinde ut Gen.($ ,3.7. & 15. Job.12,10. Pf.77,4- ^ 78)39- ac paflim^ 
alibi,qvamacceptioncm putat aptiflimam eflfe, qvafiChriftus 
fumptoavitacorporaliexempload vitam generationemqvc-. 
fpiritualem argumcntarctur ; qvaicxplicatio Adamoa Con- 
tzen &Tarnovio vidctur ineptiffima,qvod in animam non qva- 
drent illa , qvs heic dicuntur , illa fcil. una unum corpus ani- 
mante, praeter qvam qvod multa animantia fint muta , fatisqvc 
conftct tum undc veniat iila,tum qvo vadatL.>. 
LXXIV. Qvcmadmodum vcro Nicodcmus primum , ubi 
putabat Chriftum loqvi dc Carnis nativitatc rcpctcnda,objicic- 
bat ejus rci impoflibilitatcm : ita nunc intGlligcns illum de alia_. 

qvam 



'qvam carnis nativitate defcrere,qvae ficr ct cxaqva &Spiritu &c. 
qvafi iii caligincm qvanda indudlus ftupct , & dc modo q vo ifta, 
fuo adhuc rationali judicio impoflibilia , ficri qvcant , interro • 
gat. Undccum Euangeiifta ^fecundo objicicntcm & intcrro- 
gantem, introducit difcc vcrbis : 

LXXV. NondicitNicodcmus^^ffcdin plurali hjec ^ qva^- 
rcns dc omnibus, dc q vibus Chriftus diflcrucrat^ qvod fc. opor- 
tcbat homincs gcncrari ex aqv^i ( cx qva buJlas citius q vam ho- 
mincsnafci dcprehcndebat,utloqviturLuthcrus inPoftiJ. EccL 
pag.597. ) & fpiriru j & qvod tah modo gcneratus cfficcretuiL^ 
Spiritus feu fpirituahs^qvodq^ hsecRegcncratio inconccptibih« 
eflTct, perindeutventiflatus j ingcnuc fimul profcfliis fc non_^ 
poflTc afleqvi, aut intelligcre qvomodo ifta fieri aut ita fe habere 
poflTent. Adqvaeinterim non obftinate ncgando rcfpondcrc 
pcrgit^fedignorandointerrogat , acanimifuianguftiasfcru- 
pulosq^apericndo fedeiiserudiri pctir. Et hanc Nicodcmi^ 
ccuhominisdodi^ac inLegc& Prophctis alias pro fuo inftitu- 
to vcrfatiflimijftupiditatem in rebus divinis (5cad falutcm nccef- 
fariis,tam diligentcr exprimitEuangelifta,uthumana ratio,ut- 
ut literis imbuta confunderctur,ac ftuJtitia: in rcbus argucrctur 
divinis, monftrarcturq; omnem cogitationcm captivandam ad 
obfcqvcndum Chrifto,z.Cor.io^5. 

LXXVL Chriftusvero rcfponfurus adhanc ultcriorcm, ia 
dida a fc Nicodemi inqvifitioncm , primo cum admirationc-» 
tria rcprehcndit in Nicodcmo &cact^ris Pharifacis ac Jud«i$, 
ignorantiam fcil. incrcdulitatcm , & tarditatcm , ac d-cin rcm-» 
ipfam petitamdeclarat, 

L X X V 1 1. Orationcm Chrifti , <iva Nirodemi pcrftf ingit^ 
ignorantiam tali vcrborum forma profcrt Euang^lifta : 
v. 10. Attskj^^ 0 IricrSg ^ ^mv au/nS , crw « J ^i$u<j)ca\(^ J 

L X X 1 1 X. Haec vcrba non tam funt cxprobrantis & taxantis 
qvam admirantis & doJcntis q vod rcs rationcsq; IfracJis y popu- 

li iftius 



li iftius Dci clcdi in tali jam vcrfaretur cardinc^ut non tantumLr 
piebciifed ipfi ctiam praecipui Do<Jlorcs acMagiftriignarijef- 
fent vcrse & falutaris dodrinae & qvidem ipforum inprimis 
principiorum,decorruptioncfcih & dcpravationc naturachu- 
mance&Rcgcncrationcproptcreaomninoneccflaria , dc qva 
doftorum ignorantia ctiam conqvcritur DcuS:,Ef 56,ii.Jer.5o,6, 
LX XIX. Etccrte,non potcrat non haec dodrinanocafuifrcL-» 
Nicodemo & rcliqvisPharifa^is/i alias invocato Numincdivino 
jufta diligcntiaMofcn & Prophctas fcrutati fuilTcnt:, qvu in illis 
fcmina ifHusdodrinaeoccurrant manifcftiflima. Qvotiesenint 
Mofcs & Prophetae corruptioncm humanae naturac deplorant-.? 
Gen.6,5.&8,2.Ef.i,6. &c. , Qvotics agunt dcRegcnerationcj? 
Dcut.30,6. Jer.33,39.Ez.ii,i9. & 36^26. QyotiesdefalutariRcge- 
ncrationis fontc vaticinantur? Ez.56,25. Zach. 13^ i. ut taceamus 
Typos cjufdem, qvi oecurrunt Gen.7. Exod.14. 2. Rcg. 5. Ve- 
rumPharifxi,ahiscuriofis qvacftionibus& difputationibusoc- 
cupati,ca q vx in dodrina Eccicfiae pr^cipua fuerunt fuis' tradi- 
tionsbus obfcurarunt, fcpclivcrunt , vcrumqifcnfum fcripturac 
amifcrunt : pofito fcil. velaminc, jufto Dei judicio,fupcr cor cc- 
rum,2.Cor.5,i5 utita vidcntesnon vidcrint, & audicntcs non:^ 
intellcxerinc,Ef 6,9. 

LXXX. Dc incrcdulitate vero Nicodemi & Pharifarorunu 

in haec folvitur vcrba Chriftus : 

V. II. KfJt^Yiv dfjLYivKey^ ovi y oU 0 oi^etfjSp ^aXSfjSp 0 soo^^ 

MfjS/J fj^cipTveS fjSlp yti^irriv fjLapTV^OM fifioov ^Xafjb^dvsrs. 

L X X X 1. Heicloqvitur Chriftus , magna cum aftcvcratione, 
dc dodrina fua confiderata qvoad rcm , & ita ccTtifl[lma , qvia-^ 
nonfabulasnarravit, ncc conjc^aurali praefumptione admo- 
dum corum,.qvi propriam gloriam qvaerunt,Joh.i,io, & de cor- 
defuopro,phctant,Ez.i3,i.nonnullaprotuIir,fcdilIaIoqvcbatur 
q vse fcivit, & hacc teftabatur qvae audiverat , cap. 38. & 15, 15. 
Matth.il, 3. Col. 2, 3. qvi tanqvam oculatus tcftis unus plus vale- 
batqvamauritidcccm; ut proptcrca mirum fit Nicodcmum, 
qvi ipfum profitebatur Magiftrum miffum a Dco, non fidem ha- 
bcrc illius teftimonio , fed tentarc , contra natura»t tcftimonii, 



ilU rationc rimari, & fcirc qvac fidc fola dcbcbat apprchcii dcrc ; 
pcrtincntcfcil.tcftimonioadfidem firmandam , non vcro ad 
fcicntiamingcncrandam, acpcrmanentcChriftofidcli , fivcl 
maximenon crcdcrctNicodcmus,z.Tim.2,i3.Rom.3,3. & 9,6. 
LXXXIL LoqviturautcmChriftusinplurali dc fcparitcr& 
Nicodcmo. Dc fc qvidem dum dicit , fcimus , loqvimur , vidi- 
nius,tcftamur non tam five fyllcptice , aut ad Johanncm B. auc> 
alios Prophctas, idc ex afflatu Spiritus & rcvclationc attcftantcs 
& fimiliter conqveftos Deut, 9. Ef 30, 9. 10 & 53, i. refpiciens : 
fivccommuniterloqvensdc fc&omnibusex Spiritu S. renatis 
acbonis & fidciibus tcftibus : fivc dc fe folo, vcl figuratc majori^ 
qvafiauthoritatisgratia : vcl proptcr duplicem qvam illi,ex 
Scholafticis, ineptc tribuit Alphonfus Salmeron notitiam, altc- 
ram fcil. creatam in anima humana, altcram incrcatam , qvatc- 
nusDcuscrat ; qvam proprie& myfticcPatrcm&Spiritum S. 
fibi adjungens pcrinde ut Joh. 8,16. 17. & 16, 32. Luc. 4, ig. qvalis 
pluralis numerus ctiam occurrit Gen.1,26. & Joh 14,23- qvos fc- 
cum teiKficantcs facit, qvo in ore duorum vcl trium tcftium fta- 
bilc fit omnc vcrbum Dcut. 17, 6. & 19, 15, Matth. ig, 16. Joh.g, 17. 
z.Cor.3,1. 

LXXXIIL Qyidam fubtilitcr magis qvam fohdein Vcrbis 
fcimus,loqvimur& teftamur , qvaerunt Myftirium Trinitatis, 
ac in vocc tcftlmonij unitatcm effcntiac , juxta illud,L Johan.5,7. 
npnattcndentcs qvartum Vcrbum ctiamaddi , nempe vidimus ; 
nifi qvis fortc volucrit pcr duo intcrmedia denotari duas in-. 
Chrifto naturas, fimili fubtilitatc... 

LXXXIV. DcNicodcmo vcro ioqvitur Chriftus inPlurah', 
non qvafi plurcs cum illo vcncrant ad Chriftum , qvod vult Ca- 
jctanus , dcftitutushacinpartetum infallibilifcripturaf , tum 
probabili Antiqvitatisteftimonio : Ncctam , fivc ncNicodc- 
mumomninoconfunderct; fivc in gcncrercfpicicns , aut ad 
omnesincrcduios& pervicaccshomincs , qvibus nullum ad 
crcdcndumtcftimoniumfatiscft : autadomncs tales Judacos; 
qvam adomncsPharifxos & Magiftros , qvorum Pcrfonam 
«rcbatNicodcmus^idqvodcxcjus faiutationc etiam vidcrc-» 



cft, unde & hcic dicit Chriftus A/yy ddi. Hi cnim, pr« rcHqvis 
Jud2eis,teftimoniumDomi ni Jefu,per figna & prodigia fe mani- 
fcfte Meffiam comprobantis , non folum non recipicbant,fed & 
calumniabantur pra:terea,Matth.i2,24;Unde incxcufabiles red- 
ditifuntJoh.i5,22.LeaioautemChr5rfoftomi : Teftimonium^ 
noftrumncmoaccipit, in nuilisexcmplaribus Graecis obferva- 
ta^eft haftcnus a qvoq vam-». 

LXXXV. Scd & videntur hacc verba tacitam haberccolla- 
tioncm , ac fi diceret Dominus : Vos Pharifaei,qvod ncfcitis lo- 
qvimini,& qvod non vidiftis,teftamini, & tamen vobis,tanqvi 
divinitus milfisDoaoribus^creditur: at nos,qvod fcimus loqvi- 
mur,& qvod vidimus teftamur, nobis tamen no creditur. Qvid 
vero indignius qvam faifum teftimonium amplcdi pro vero, & 
vcrum coelcfteq; tanqvam falfum rcpudiarc-.? 
LXXXVL Tarditatem tandem ingenii Nicodcmi , rcprchcn- 
furusChriftusitainfiL^: ^ ^ ^ , , „ . 

V. 12. « TO «^»' ^V'»»' ^ ^ TH^vETB : TTug ea^ e^Tnk) v- 

LXXXVIL Perinde ut Chriftus proximo verfu cgit dc dodtri- 
na fua q voad rem confiderata,ita hoc de eadem qvoad modum-» 
pr2edicationis,loqvcndiexplicandiq;di(rcrit, qvcmvocat ter- 
renum,captui fc. terreftriumhominum acconimodatum, non^ 
vcrocalcftcm& nimisfublimem^ pcrindc ut Paulus tcftatuiL. 
Rom.6,i9.Gal j^i^.fchumano morc loqvi proptcr infirmita- 
tcm auditorum-,. 

LXXXIIX. DivinacnimMajcftas ad noftram infirmitatcmlc 
dimittit in verbo fuo y coeleftcmqi fapicntiam non lingvis An- 
gclorum , qvae captum humanae mentis^etiam Spiritu S.illuftra- 
t2,in hac vita exccdunt,proponit,fed ioqvitur terrcna, terreftri 
fcih fimplicitate, noncceJ.tfti magnificentia dc fummismyfte- 
riis , accommodans fe ad infirmitatis noftrae captum , ut ca Spi- 
rituilluftrantcutcunq-, capcrc&crcderepoirimus, admoduoLj 
Nutricis dcmittcntis fe ad grelTus infirmiorcs infantuli. 
LXXXIX. Hinc Chriftus,qvi omncm movcns lapidcm ut ho- 
inincs ad rcfipifcentiam alliccrct, vitam fuam pro ingenioruna.* 

E varic- 



varietatc itiftituens,Matt.ii,i9.Luc.7> 54, &c. tumalias^pcr uni- 
vcrfum fuum miniftcrium^doftrinam de fc & regno fuo^pro ca- 
ptuauditorum,propofuitpcrParabolas,Marc-4,33;tumcriam-» 
fub cjufdcm initiiim in tcmplo Hierufolymitano publice do- 
ccns, &cumNicodemo poft privatum inftituens colloqvium^ 
fimilitudinibus partim fcriptis, par tim non fcriptis , defumptis 
a rebus terreftribus ufus cft,ad qvas heic refpicere videtur,etiam 
juxta obfervationem Bezae , qvi monet in uno exemplari Graeco 
pro ^ TH^vsTd icgi cJhcrevcitvs non credidiftis in fignificatione 
prxterita,&in alioqvodam pro TnqiuoETe Tnqrvay^j^ y eadem ta- 
men heic,ipfo judice , manentefcntentia > qvam tamen dbdtri- 
nam occaecati Judaei, & proptercadeca minusfolliciti , fecus 
qvamfuerunt Difcipuli,Matth. 13, 10. vel adco fimplicitcr etiana 
propofitam.,non perccpcrunt_., 

XC. Sed & hsec vcrba dc extcrno minifterio utiliter & fimpli- 
citer intelligi poftunt , qvod fc. proptcr infirmitatem noftram^ 
coelcftiailla beneficia & donanoninccelcftimajeftate, fcdlub 
involucris terrenis , per extcrnum fcil.Minifterium Verbi & Sa- 
cramentorum , qvae rcs tcrrense funt,nobis alias ufitatx & fami- 
liares^off^erat^cxhibcatj^diftribuat^applicctAobfignctChriftus, 
ita ut Euangelium praedicatum & auditum fit potcntiaDci ad 
falutem omni credenti , Rom, i, 16. per lavacrum aqvac Chriftus 
mundct&fan(aificetEcclefiam,Ephcf.5,26.acpanis,qvemfran. 
gimus,fit communio Corporis Chrifti , & poculum bencdidio- 
nis y cui benedicimus,fit communio Sangvinis Chrifti,i.Cor.io, 
16. Unde per ^jT^yict qvidam heic intelligunt ea,qvae, his in tcr- 
ris^iaEcckfiamilitantefiunt; fTri^f^W vcro accipiunt pro iis, 
qvaeeruntinEcclefiatriumphantc,ubifaciead faciem DEUS 
videbitur^juxta illa qvae funt, i.Cor.13,9.12. 
XCI. Alii vocabula.tcrrena & coelcftia,ad materiam dodrinac 
referunt. Et vel pcr (^^'^ameranaturalia^qvaliafueruntdc-^ 
vcnto,v.8.&occurruntpra!tereaJob.38,4.5. 6.feq. pcr iTrs^- 
vtct fpiritualia & illa qvae ad falutcm creditu funt neccflaria ; im- 
primisvcr6SpiritumS.qviperventumfignificatur,acexSpiritu 
fadam Rcgencrationcm intelligunt: vcl <Bi^a fpiritualcm per 

Bapti- 



Baptifmum Rcgcncrationcm appellari cxiftimant ; iTi^^W 
vero Verbi Divini gencratione aeterna,ad cujus comparationem 
illa tcrrcna dici mcretur , qvae in tcrra etiam pcrficitur,ac homi- 
nibusfupra terram daturivel ^yla exponunt defacihoribus, 
cjvaclaaisnomineveniunt Apoftolo^i.Cor.3,2.Hcb.5,u.i3.i7ri^- 
pavtct vero de fublimioribus myfteriis , qvaha funt, qvae habcCL^ 
Apoftolus Ephef 1. 2.& 5. cap. & Col. i. Vcrum hos falli ccnfet^ 
.Hcmmingius, contcndcns Graecas ipfas voccs omncm ambigui- 
catcm tdllcre, ac manifcfte monftrarc ea , qvac heic dicuntun»,, 
non ad matcriam, fcd ad loca diverfa, & flat js hominum divcr- 
fo$ ac ita for mam dodri tix rcferenda e{re,videlicct ad tcrram in 
qva habitamus , dum hoc naturale corpus circumfcrimus , & 
ad coclum,adqvodadfpiramus. ETnyjoL cnim dici vultqvafira 
<35H -^qy^gyivofj^cc ,id cft, q va^ hcic in tcrra fiunt , & q vorum u- 
fus Ecclcfix militanti in hac vita eft neccftarius, ctiamfi/i mate- 

riam fpc(ftemus,plane divina fint : eTra^vtct vcro ca ftatuitL^ 
cfte , qv^ in coelo gerentur in Ecdefia triumphantc & qvorum-f 
pcrfcfta & perpctua fruitio crir/am rationc cognitionis,i. Cor. 
.13,9 ti. qvam bonorum copix^l Cor.2,9. in altera vita. 
XCII. Huncin modum humiliatum priusNicodemumpcr* 
git potro Chriftu5 informarc de propofita Qyaeftione,in talia«,, 
divinismyftcriispleniflima,folutusvcrba: 

V. 13. Koji «^«f cxJjaQi^msv «c 'fif i^vov, « iivi 0 aic W 

XCIII. Hxcverbaaliteratq^ aliter conne6lunt cum priori- 
bus Dodores. Chryfoftomus cum Thcophylafto, nimis remo- 
te putat haec cunjungcnda cum illis vcrbis vcrfus fccundi : fci- 
mus tc a Dco vcnifl^e Magiftrum,qvafi Chriftus hcic corrigcrctL^ 
Nicodemi fcntcntiam dc fc^oftendens fe non cfl^e e numcro Pro- 
phetarum,qvi,de tcrra exiftentcs,a Deo miflTi fucrunt , & qvo- 
rum nuUus in coclum afcendcrat-*. 

XCIV. Alij cxiftimant confirmationcm hanc cflTe cjusfcn- 
tentix : nifi qvis rcnatus fucrit cx aqva & Spiritu,v. 5 . Rcgcncra- 
tioncm fc. qva unum cum Chrifto rcddimur per fidem,ipfiusqve 
iuftitia imputatur nobis & rcputatur noftra , cflTc omnibus in- 
«cdi rcgnum coclorum volcntibus ncccflrariam,proptcrca q vod 
^ ^ E2 foluf 



folusChriftus/cu McflTias A practcr illum ncmo/uis viribus na* 
turalibus,afcendit in coelum,de qvo etiam defccndi t. 
X C V. Alii putant Chriftum heic proponere xnigma Theo- 
logicum:, feu coclcfte aiiq vid, non vero tcrrcnum hoc fenfu : Eft 
qvidam qvi fiiius hominis vocatur \ Is licct in tcrris natus fit,. 
decoelo tamcndefcendit. Ututvcro maxime dcfcenderit 
coclo,efttamen&manetincoelo:,&licctmaneat in coclo , ta- 
men aliqvando eo recipietur , ac praeter ipfum ncmo cft, qvi in_, 
coelos afcendit. Hic erg6,6 Magifter lfracUs,fapientijE tu^ vi- 
rcs, fi lubet^experire^atq^ hxc cum tua ratione,fi potcs,concilia: 
finobis^intelligentiaetua: bencficio ,hunc nodum diffolverc^ 
& hoc tantum myfteriumexplicare potcris , te lanc & Rabbi &. 
Macrjftrum Hraelis falutabimus. 

XC^VI. Qyanqvam autcmhaecomnin &fmgula Cina fint Sc 
orthodoxa,fcopum tamen Chrifti , fi pnulo diligcntius attendi^ 
mus, invcnimus illum Nicodcmum hifcc vcrbis commonitum^ 
vclle,qvam graviter pcccet,qvifqvis demum fueri t , qvi filio ho - 
minis Regenerationis dodrinam explicanti fidcm habcrc dc- 
trcdatj, etiam fine omni ulteriore demonftrationc modi. Filius. 
cnimhominisiscft , qvifolusnatura jus habet afcendendiin-, 
coelos, ut ipfi eapropter promptum fit facile per videre fccrctifli- 
ma qva:q; Dei confilia & cogitata Matth.ii^z/ J^h.i, i8. Phil.2.6 
Ncc crat,qvod.Nicodcmus viliore Filij hominis habitu ofFcnde. 
retur , acindecolligcret fruftra confuli Filium hommisdeab- 
ftrufiffimisRcgnicGelorummyftcriis. Nam qvo vilior eratL_> 
Filijhominisftatus, comajoremmercbaturcjus de Regencra- 
tione dodrina fidcm i Fihus enim hominis.qvi in calum afcen- 
dit, dc coelo defcendit, ut haec honwnibus rcvelaret, permanens 
tamenincoelo ; id qvodomnem tranfcendit rationem inim- 
menfum , adeo ut qvidnam hoc fit, ratio non capiat , ut Luthc- 
rus loqvitur in Poftil.Eccl. 599. 

XCVII. Erhinc explicaturi hunc Filii hominis adfcenfum 
&defcenfum:,acilliustamenpermanentiamin ccelo,varie fe_3 
torqventvarii. ^to genuina vero horum verborumexplica- 
tione , ante omnia attentendum vcnit , qvid per Coelum , qvid 
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pcr afccndcrc , dcfccnderc & clTc, <k tandcm qvid pcr filium ho- 
minis heic intelligi dcbcat. 

XCIIX. Coehigiturvoxheicnonfumitur proprie, five pro 
aethcrea regione ut Gen. 15,5. Ef 14, 13. five pro regionc elemen- 
tari feu aerea , Pf. 8, 9- D^ut. 4,87- J^b. 2, 12. fivc pro aerherca & 
aerearcgionefimul : fed mctaphorice pro Dco ipfo ut Mat- 
thxi 21, 25 & 2.5, 2z. Luc. 15, 21. & fpirituah iilo rcgno gloriac ac 
fcUcitatc^inqvaDeuscumfanftisAngclis & beatis Spiritibus 
vivit & rcgnar, perinde ut infra v. 31. & cap. 6, j8- Et hinc peii^ 
afccnfum, defccnfum & e^Tc.non intelhgitur localis ahqvismo- 
tus a loco in locum, vcl fubfiftcntia in ahqvo ^r^ circumfcripti- 
To , fedafccnfusfignificatMajcftatcm& gJoriam incfFabilcm 
&invifibilem ,defcenfus ver6exinanitionem & manifeftatio- 
ncm:, perinde ut Deus dicitur defccndere Gcn.11,5. & i8,2i.Exod. 
I9b>20.Pfi8,i. qvodccrco ahqvo figno feu opcre fuam pratfcn- 
tia^m manifcriet in tcrra , qvi coeUmi & terram aUas implct, ; cf- 
fc autcm fignificat immutabiUtatem. Haec autem omnia dicun- 
t'ur de FiUo hominis^qvae appeUatio nec per Synecdochen intc 
gri, ut qvidam imitatorcs ZvingUj volunt, cxpUcanda dc partc, 
ncc dc fola humana natura , fed totum Chriftum S^avQ^comv de- 

fignatL^. rr^ ^ r 

XC I X» Et hxc denominatioMeuiae dcfumpta vidctur ex Dan. 
7,i3.ubiPcrfonamMenix ifto nominedefcribitPropheta^qvam 
appeUationem appropriate fibi accommodavit Chriftus , & qva 
rcfpicitur non tam ad hocqvod Chriftus fit fine Patre rationc_, 
divinitatis , qvam ea monftratur Chriftumefie vcrum homi- 
nem,conceptum&natumexhominc,& qvidcm cxinanitum, 
acfqrmafervi indutum cumcontraexeeUentes& clari viri, 
ixiftentes in magna dignitace& authontate voccntur non FiUj 
hominis/cd fiUj vir-i. Sed Sc hxc ratio denominationis addi po- 
tert,qvod Ezcchiel hcctobfcurus,abjeaus& contcmptuscflTct ; 
tamen qvia ad pubUcum in EcclcfiajOfficium &miniftcrium a 
Deo miffus erat , fcmpcrab eocompcUaturFiUushominis,ut 
hacrationcofficiumetiamChriftipraefigurareturqva de rc lo- 

qviuirDcusEf.42.,r. j.^ 

Hifce terminiscxpUcatis non ufq^ adco difEcilc crit ipfas 

pro- 



Propofitioncs: Filiushominisadfccndit in coelum : Filius ho- 
minis defccndit dc cocio: Filius hominis cft in coslo:intclligere, 
variasq^ variorum dc iis fcntcntias dijudicarc^. 
CI. Qvidam igituradfccnfuniillum, dc qvo hcicloqvituii^ 
Chriftusin primaPropofitioncdum dicit : Filius hominisad- 
fccndit in coelum, intelligunt de afcenfionc , qvx feqvuta eft re- 
furredionem , qvam defcribuntMarcus 16^19. Lucas 19, jr.& in 
Adliscap. 1,9. una cum^ronjunda&fubfcqventegloriaipfius,, 
tanqvam Capitis conccffuri ad dextcram Patris^Ad.i, 33. 34. & 
utilitateindc-adnoscjus membra rcdundante , qvibusviamad 
coclum, ifta adfccnfioncdcdicavit & confecravit, Hcb.10,20. 
Qyorumalii voIuntpraetcritumcMJdtCi^jyxfvhcicponi pro futu- 
ro more Prophctico , pcrinde ut Ef.9,6^ alii pro pracfcnti & con- 
tinuo aftuycujus frudusad mcmbra rcdundec»-. 
CII. Exclufivam vcro, dcncminc^fccndcntein coelum prac* 
tcr filium hominis,cxpIi<:ant vcl inepte,rationc temporis,qvod 
fcil.ncmohominum,antcafccnfionem'Chrifti vifibiicm,adfccn- 
dcrit incoelum, cum contrariumrconftet cx ExcmpIisEnochi 
Gcn.5,24.EccI.44,L & 49, i6.Hcb.ii,5.acElia: 2. Reg. 2>ii.vel 
ctiam non incommodc hunc inmodum , qvodfoIusChriftus 
propria facultatc & potcntia naturali propriisq^ mcritis -afcen- 
dcrit fupra omnes coclos, Eph, 4,10. qvos penecravitHcb.4^ 14, 
cxccIfioriIlisfaaus,'cap.7,26. ac omnia rcpIe\crit,Eph.4,io. 
qvi qvanqvam naturalitcr &localiter nobifcum non fit, perfo- 
nalcm tamen pr^fcntiam nobis nullo modo fubduxitj,fed potius, 
fublata locali & tcrrcna converfatione ^ qvae infirmitatis eratL_., 
& qva pauci qvidem fimul & fcmel frui potcrant, nunc cx aeqvo 
omnibus non tantum praefcns cft^ fed pracfens replct,rcgnat,gu- 
bcrnatA omnia ili ooinibus opcratur ; qvae omnia & fingula^ 
de nullo hominum affirtnari , imo nulli hominum vcl Angclo- 
rum unqvam contingerc poffunt , Heb. i, 13, Sed hxc fententia-^ 
ututcommuniflSmafit,& dc adfccnfionc Chrifti folidifl^ima.^, 
non vidctur tamcn Chriftus ad illam hoc loco rcfpcxilTc , qvod 
patcbit ex fcqvcntibus. 

CI II. Hinc crgo qvidam,fcrvantcs proprictatcm vcrbi 



Ce^rjKSv.vd incptilllme & imperitifflmc^pr^tcr & contra fcriptu- 
ram.explicanthanc afccnfionem.fivc dc locali aliqvoafccnfu 
& raptuChrim,poft nativitatem & ante Euangelijannuncia- 
tionem , in coclum,ut ibidifceretab ipfoDeoca qvx humano 
generi pacefaciunda per ipfum erant \ five dc divina natura, qva 
resomnescoeleftesatq;divinascontempiabatur; fivedc anima 
Chrifti,qvamvoluntPontificiiaprimo conccptionis momen- 
to rcpletam &iifte fcientia & gratia, ita ut nihil poftea didicerit, 
qvodantenefcirct. Qvseaffertioqvanqvam vera fit de anima 
GMifti Gonfidcrataratione praerogativarum, qvas intima illa 
in Adycv aflumptione obtinuit , dc cadcm tamen confiderata ra- 
tionc proprietatum &infirmitatum,qvas tanqvam verushomo 
inftatuxgi/&;Wa;cnobifcumhabuit communes , non ftat firmo 
talb , id qyod monftrant di(?la,Ef.7,i5.Luc.2,52.Marc.i3,32.Matt. 
24,36. Rom.g,3. Gal.3,13. Heb. 4, 15. vel omnium convenientifli- 
me heic intelligunt iftam adfcenfionem, qvac fafta eft per unio- 
rremhypotafticam, qva natura humana Chrifti in coelum fcu 
Deum ipfum&ejusrcgnumacgloriam itaeveda^utnonfinc^ 
jam duo Chrifti , fcd unus Chriftus , Dcus & homo fubfiftens u- 
nice in Deitatc , humana fcilicet natura aflTumpta intra^ 
ipfamT^AoV^iirofaOTr; perqvamfubfiftentiam Chriftusho- 
mo,in fumma ctiam cxinanitione, fummaMajcftate fuit praedi* 
tusomniumq^ rerum fcicntiam adu primo habuit , qvam& 
fubinde,licctnon fcmper,aaufccundo manifeftavit & cxcruit 
Joh.2,ii.24.25-Marc.2,8.Luc 5,22.23. JuxtaProphetiam,Ef.i,i.2. 
fcq. Et fecundum hanc afccnfioncm,compctentcm toti perfonae 
perpropriorum communicationcmrcaliflimam^cognitiflTima^ 
fuerunt Chrifto myfteria Relligionis Chriftianae^Matt.ii^i/.Jo- 
han.3,ii.utut in fe adeo abftrufa ,.ut nec fenfibus ncc ratione in- 
veftigari poflint i. Cor. 2, 7. g. Et proptcrea qv2E de divinis my- 
fteriis dixit docuitq; Chriftus,qvanqva rationi prorfus advcrfa- 
bantur&captum humanum pariter & Angelicum longifllme 
excedebanr, eatamcnnecpoterant , necdebcbantaqvoqvam 
negari aut indubium temere vocari. 

C I V. Sed & hac unione natura humana Chrifti in ccelum feu 
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rcgtiumDcievc^laafccndit / & rurfus"rccupcravit hjcrcdita* 
tem & poffelTionem rcgni coclorum dcpcrditam per lapfum ^UL^ 
nobis, qvi ipfius, ccu Fiiii hominis , fratres fumus , viam ad coe- 
lum apcrirct & dcdicarct,Heb. lo, 20. Id qvod poftea vifibili ad- 
fcenfione dcclaratum fuit. 

CV. Sccundam Propofitionem qvod concernit : Filius homi- 
nis dcfcen di t de ccelo,iliam non accipimusj,rcclamantc Scriptu- 
ra cum Arrianis, dc localidigrcflionc Verbiomnelocumtran- 
fcendentis inimmenfum & cxiftcntis Mnvi^iy c coelo & a PatrC-* 
fcparationcomni modo impoflibili: five, cumSamofatenianis 
dc defccnfu Dei in hominem Chriflium , q vafi in eo inhabitantis 
modojalitcr folus Deus^aliter folus homo fuerit; qvu inChrifto 
uno non fit alius & aiius , ftd aliud & aliud , fecus qvam in Dco 
triuno : five cumValentinianis,decorporisfydcrci<lecoelode- 
portationc,qvem crrorem rcfellunt dida^Gen.j^i^.Pf.i^i^ii.Luc. 
i,36.Gal.4,4:five cumPhotinianis,vel qvafi aliud nihil delcenfus 
hcic notaret,qvamChriftum non venrfle in fuo/ed inPatris no- 
mine \ qvum etiam Pater dicatur defccndiflc de coelo ^ Gcn. 11, 7. 
i.Sam.z^z.qvinonpoteftdicivcniflrcalteriusnomine ; & Apo- 
ftoli acProphetae, qvi vemerunt non fuo fed Chriftinomint-» 
nufpiam dicantur in fcriptura e coelo dcfccndiflTe: vel qvafi idcm 
fitdcfccndcrc dc cGcIoatq;aDcoipfoproficifci,qvumomnia^ 
aliabonafivcfintin numcroSubftantiarum , five Accidcntium 
proficifcantur ab Authorc Dco, Jacob.1,17. & Spiritus S tamcn 
dc illis nullibi cnunciet qvod defcendant dc coclo : vel etiam pro 
locali reditu c coclo tanqvam proprie difto loco, qvalis dcmum 
rcditus Chrifti crit incxtrcmo judicio Aft.i, 11. i.Thcflr.4,16. 
praetcrqvam qvod coelum hoc loco non fumatur proloco ali- 
qvoproprio : fed iftam Propofitioncm,cum Scriptura,intcIIi. 
gimusde profundiflima Chrifti exinanitionc &humiIiationc, 
ita ut omnc qvod in Chrifto humilc fuit , fub hujus dcfcenfus 
circulo comprchcndatur. 

CVI. Qyum autcm haec cxinanitio & humiliatio fafta fit 
non in Dcitate Chrifti^qvae cft immutabilis, fcd in Carnc ipfius, 
idcd infcparabiliter indudit ctiam iftc defccnfus adcoq; vcrc 
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prscrcqvirit ipfamTi/ Aoy^ ad vilitatcm carnis noftracinclina- 
tioncm, conceptionem ipfius in uteroMatrisMariae ac nativi- 
tatem, ipfamq,- carnis noftrae aifumptionem. Si enim illc-^ 
carnem non affumpfiffetjqvomcuo fe in affumpta carnc exina- 
niifTct&humiiiaflet, acficfcinanicndo& humiliando dcfcen- 
diifet-,. 

CVII, Duoigitur conjuncflim defcenfu fuo dccoelo Chriftus 
complcftitur, affumptionem fcil. humanaenaturaein unitatcm 
perfon3c,& profundifTimam in ca cxinanitionem,qvam vilitatc 
corporis & humanae fpeciei,qvac mifera & aerumnoia^exprimitj, 
perindc atq; apud Prophetam fervus ilie Dei dicitur noviflimos 
virorum& virdoloris,Ef43,v.3.^ Qvumcnim Chriftuscciam^ 
in humana natura coelefti Majcftatc fublimem fefc in hoc mun- 
docontinuoexhibcrcpotuiiret y utpotecujus natura: refpedu 
fandus erat^Lucj,^^. plcnus gratia & veritatcjoh. 1,14,16.^ Snn- 
ftus^innoccns>impolutus, fegregatus a Peccatoribusj^Heb.^:, 17. 
benediau femcn , Gen.12,3. Gal.3, 8- fponte tamcn humilem fpe* 
cicm hominis induit, Pf.2, 6. 7. 8- manifeftatus in fimilitudinc-. 
carnis peccati:,Rom.8,3. ac tentatus per omnia^Heb.^,!^, failus 
vcrmis &non homo opprobriumq; hominum^PCzz^^. ac tan- 
dcm pro nobis cxccratio,Galat.3,i3. Et pcr hanchumanam natii- 
ram ac fecundum cam dcfcenderc dicitur Chriftus, indutus fcil. 
amiculo viliori , q vam pro fua dignitatc , ut loqvitwr Athana- 
fius,divina natura femper manente immutabili. 
CIIX. Sed&notandae funt diverfacPropofitioncs : Xdy©^ 
dcfcendit^id eft,incarnatus eft,qvacpcrfonalis eft aeqvipollcns 
huic : Verbum Caro fadlum cft. Et Filius hominis fcu J.C. dc- 
fccndit, id cft, fc cxinanivit & humiliavit , qvod cft Axioma pri- 
mi gencris communicationis Idiomatum,q vo fcil. humanae na- 
turae^dcfccnfus humilitatis,tribuitur Perfon^ inConcrcto. 
CIX. Ex amorc autem fuo ardcntiflimo crga gcnus huma- 
num,& ncqvaqvam cx noftro mcrito , qvod hcic nullum fuit-i^ 
Rom.5>li.Ephcf.2,i. FiliusDcidcfccndit, tum pcr incarnatio- 
ncm manif cftatus , ut nos doccrct Myftcria rcgni coelorum,tum 
ingarnatus pcr cxinanitioncm & humiliationcm , ut nos a dc^ 
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Icenfu infcrnali libcrarct. Undc Bcrnhardus tfcs gradus hujus 
defccnfus conftituit. Primum qvidem a fummo ccclo ufq^ ad 
carncm , fccundumadcruccm , tertium admortcm & fcpul- 

chrum-/. ... . crr 

CX. Et hac rationc defcenfus Filii hominis de coelo eft ipfilu- 
maFilijDci^deponcntisgioriam, qvam apudPacrem habuiL^, 
antcqvammundusefret,Joha7,5. incarnatio&cxinanitio, qva 
setcrnus Patris filius in coelo manens , in terra humanam natu- 
ram afTumpfit in unitatem pcrfonae fuae, atq^in ca invifibilis, fa- 
dus eft vifibilis,Dcus fc. manifeftatus in carnc,i.Tim.5,i6. i.Joh. 
4,2. Inq;ea£cipfumexinanivit&ignominiofiifimam raorccm 
crucis pcrpeffus cft, idq; unice proptcr nos & noftram falutem- 
eXl. Aliidefcenfumhunc Chrifti deca-loexplicant^nonin- 
convenienter^de fupernaturaIi,G€elefti& fpirituali conceptionc 
&nativitateChrifti^ vitaq; cjus innocentifiima juxca illa qvae 
funt,i.Cor.i5,48 cui tamcn cxpofitioni prior^^tanqvam folidior, 
pr2efercndavidetur,propteroppofitionemqvae heic cftintcii^ 
afccndere, jBc defccndere , dcqvaetiamconfulipoteft locus, 
Ephcf. 4;lo. 

C XI I. TertiaPropofitio cft hacc : Filius hominis[Ioqvcns jam 
in terra cum Nicodcmo]cft in coelo ^qvir fimiliter intelligenda:, 
nLDndedivinanatura,fedtotaPerfona. Hac enim Chriftus my- 
fteriumilludexplicat ; qvodliccthumana Chriftinatura natu- 
raliter & localitcr co tcmpore tantummodo in terriscumNi- 
codemo fucrit,uno loco veriflimecircumfcripta^ tameii 
nunqvamfueritfiveincoclo , fiveintcrra^ ubi noneandemil- 
lam humanitatem fibi inPerfonaefuacunitate,extra&fuprao* 
innemlocum,inefFabiliterunitam & pcrfonalitcr praEfentcm-. 
habuerit,qvandoqvidcm totusChriftusincarnatus& Filiusho- 
minisfaftuscft. Qya rationc Filius Dei humanitatem tunc 
temporis fibi non habuit praefentiorcm in terra, qvam in fuprc- 
nio coelo, qvum unio & praefcntia illano fit Iocalisj,qvae loco vel 
locorum intcrvallis dcfiniatur^.aut ctiam dirimatur ^ fed pcrfo- 



nalis. 

CXIII. Et hac unione Pcrfonali humananaturanonc5ici- 

tur 



tur infinita^fGd^ratloncfuxeflentiae finita manens^evchitur iiL^ 

PcrfonaiTiTi/Aoy^infinitam , in cujus unitatem vere eftaffum- 
pta, qvam infinitam Perfonam a finita natura humana locis aut 
'locoru-m diftantiis feparari impoflibilecft. Undectiam non.^ 
AfiV^ natus&abhumrinanaturafeparatusfeu amt^K^^^ fed 
Aoyi^incarnatusf^azt/)>6(^atq;itaFiliushominis fadtus , itu 
coeloeft perfonalitcr , cuminterraftat naturaiiter; ncutrain- 
tcrim prsefentiaimpedicnteaut tollente alteram , qvumnatu- 
ralis praefentia proveniat nacura! humanae Chrifti ex proprieta- 
tceflentix, qvae qvum finita fit & maneat loco uno tantum in^ 
ftatu Exinanitionis,co fane refpcdu fuit circumfcripta : Pcrfo- 
nalis vcrocarnisChrifti praefcntia proveniat ex unionc Pcrfo- 
nali, qvatenus fcil Chrifti humanitas in unitatem infinitx pcr- 
fonse Filii Dei,fupra & extra omncs crcaturas^cxaltata & aflTum- 
pta cft. 

CXIV. Pcrindc autcm ut hic Articulusdc unionePerfonali 
confirmat nobisqvod Aoy©^etiam inftatu Exinanitionis ubi- 
cunq^fucrit, fucrit incarnatus^ id eft^ humanam naturam fibi 
infcparabiliter unitamhabuerit : ita Articulus deafccnfionc-* 
Chrifti vifibiliAjpoft afccnfionem,de feflionc ad dextcram Pa- 
tfis^confirmat, qvod Aoy©^ ^on tantumcarncm fuam fibi ubi- 
qvc prxfentcm habeat, fed qvod per eandem nunc in ftatu Exal- 
tationis plenaria ufurpatiaae potentcr & prefcnter omnia'& in 
coelo & in tcrra adminiftret ^ qvam majeftatem omnipraefentcr 
gubcrnandi omnia Apoftolus,Eph 4,10. vocat omnia impicrc. 
CXV. Suntqvi locum hunc tantum ad morcs trahunt hunc 
inmodum : qvi afccnderc vultin coelum,exemplo Chrifti prius 
defcendat, fuamq^ profitcatur indignitatcm, &deindc in Ecclc^ 
fiaj,qv2e rcgnum coelorum in plerisq^ Parabolis dicitur ^ perma- 
ncac^a qva qvi fc fcgregant , ad coclos adfccndcre neqveunt;qvac 
qvanqvam pia funt,huic tamenloco minus fatisfaciunt^id qvcd 
cx modo didis nemini obfcurum eflc poteft. 
CXVl. Poftqvam vcro Chriftus neceflitatcm Rcgcncratio- 
nis&doftriuc^ fuacccrtitudinem ex confiderationePerfonaefu? 
probavcrat, pergitfidem faccrc cidem aflertioniexofficiofuo, 
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a£meritis,<3[vibus nobis juscoeli acqvifivit , cumnnodouna& 
raedio,qvo participes illorum & hujus reddimur in talia folutus 
verba: 

V.14. 15. Kctf yictJuQ Mcaoriq v^l/CtXT^ r o^Piv ov Trj B^tifjuodi 
ijT\/Cji)^vaj\ ^« TDi' xjjov cui^2,^TrH\\voL Tmg oTn^vooveig cwtov firi 
^Tro^rircuj^oL'?^ sx^ ^ooriv alcoviov. 

CX V I I. Horum vcrborum cohaerentinm cum prxcedenti- 
busChryfoftomus & Theophylndus in cognationc &fimiiiru- 
dine inter Baptifmum &c pafiioncm CJirifii , qvae eiucet etiam^ex. 
Rom.6,3. i.Cor.1,1 j. ftatuunt,- qvafi Chriftus,q vi difleruifi^et antc 
deBaptifmo,jam dc paflionefuaijncipiatdiircrerc.CyrillLisvero 
iliaverbaadconditioncNicodemi rcfcrt,qvi qvum rcs coeleftes 
caperc non pofl^ct, ad figuras V.T. adducendus fiiit, perindc ut^ 
alias adfcripturam talesablegarefolctChriftusJoh.5, 39. ALii 
putant Chriftum illis rationcm reddere fui dcfccnfus de cGelo, 
ac<:ipientesParticu!am ;(^) cauflTalitcr^hoc fcnfu : Filiushomi- 
nis,qvi cft in coelo, defccndit de coclo > q via oportcbat cum cxal- 
tari , ficutMofesexaltavit ferpcntemin defcrto. Vcrum com- 
modius&fcopo convcnicntius illa facere vidcnturad ncceflfi- 
tatis Regenerationis & Fidci in Chriftum dcclarationcm. Rc- 
gcneratioenim & vita asterna pcndent ex mcrito&cflicacia-, 
Chrifti, qvod & qvain per fidem falvificam , qvilibet qvi vitam-» 
jeternam ingrcdi vult,fibi debct applicarC->. 
CXVIIl. Hoc autem proponit pcrTypum defumptum ex 
Num.2i,9.de aeneofcrpentecxaltato,divino mandato aMofc,in 
Dcferto^qvam idi ab ignitis ferpentibus,irnmiflis populo Ifrac- 
litico divinitus propter ingratitudinem advcrfus Deum , & im- 
primis faftidium Mannae, afpicientes , vitam non finiebant mi- 
ferrime, fed fanabantur , fine ullo meritorum & perfonarum 
rcfpedu, accipicntes oblatam fanitatem,non qvidcm ex poten- 
tia naturaeipfiusaeneiferpcntis , fccundum qvam nihil aiiud 
qvama:serat,judic*eetiamRegeEzcchia2 Reg.18,4. vcrumex 
divinaordinatione & inftitutionc, cui nihil impoflTibile, qva 
diclum crat : q vi percuflTus afpexcrit eum,vivet : qvcm transfcrt 
ad nntirypum,fefc. Filium hominis j q vo Typo ufus cft pra: coe- 
tfiris, utpotcqviinterfigurasomnes V,T. maximeappofitusipfi 



vifus fuit nd explicand<im & illuftrnndam hanc doflrinam. Sic- 
uc enim Judsei in delerto morfi a fcrpentibus ignitis per afpe- 
dum ferpenris a:nei fanabantur : ita humanum genus, a primo 
homine feu Adamo^veneno fauciatum & infedum ac in peccata 
prolapfum^pcrfecundum homincm, feu Adamum,a peccaroJi- 
berati funr,Rom 5,12.15. Et.ficutferpensillc a:neus ignc confla- 
tus, & naturali non genitus legc , colorcm & fimilitudinem fer- 
pentum ignitorum & vencnatorum rcfcrebat , ipfeintcrirnj 
vcnenum nonhabens : ita CHR ISTUS conceptus e Spi- 
ritu fando , igncillo coelelli , &natus exMaria virgine pric- 
ter & fupra naturam, faftus eft in fimilitudinem carnis pec- 
cati y Roman. 3. fcd peccato,cum coeterishominibus,ncuti- 
qvam obnoxius. Et tandcm ficutferpens ille fufpcnfus & in_, 
lignocxaltarus fuit^ac nudus afpcdlus ejus fanabarmorbum.* 
rorporis & libcrabat a morte temporali : ita Chriftus peccara,, 
noftiaincorporefuoportabatfuperlignum , i. Pet. 2,24. libe- 
rans nosa morboanimac & mortc aeterna^cujus foh'us afpcdus, 
qvi fidci eft, oculi fcilicctilliusfpiritualis , fanat omnespccca- 
torcs, fi mod6,pofi:fcriamPoenitentiam, pcrfeverant in fide & 
non negligunt aut contemnunc tantam oblatam gratiam. 
C X I X. Sed heic notandum Exalrationcm dc Chrifto in Scri- 
ptura tribusmodisufurpari : Primopro paflione^crucifixionc, 
& mortc Chrifli, qva in ligno fufpenfus peccatum &maledi- 
dum pro nobis fadus eftjGaJ.j^ij. qvo fenlu occurrit vox illa^, 
Joh 8,2g. & 12,32. Sccundo vocatur in Scripcura Exaltatio Chri- 
fti,qvod vidor pcccati & m®rtis acqvifira juftiria & vira ad dex- 
tram Parris exaltatus eft , Aft. 2, 33. Phil. 2, 9. ut vultui Dei appa- 
rcatpro nobis,Hcb.9,24.Utq5per vitam ejusfervemurj^Rom.^, 
19. qvo ctiam rcfercndus locus, Rom. 4, 25. Tcrtio rcferri poteft 
illud vocabulum ad iocum,Ef 11,10. qvod fcil. meritum Chrifti, 
pcr minifterium Euangclii tanqvam eredo vexillo , omnibus 
proponatur^ perinde ut ferpens aencus in ligno ereftus omnium 
ocul s proponebatur in Defcrto ; qvod miniftcrium Vcfbi & 
Sacramentorum efficax eft, non virtute fuae natur^c j, fcd ex divi- 
na ordinatione &i.nftitutionc->. 

CXX. Adhaec ParticulaOMNishaud obfcure monftrat^qvam 
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latc patcat mcritum Chrifti. Non cnim folum hi qvi agunt vi- 
tam in terris pofl: natum & revelatum Christum, fcd 
ctiam illiqvivixeruntantcnatum Chriftum , fruuntur benc- 
ficiisChrifti,exaitatiqvafiinmediotociusgcncris humani, & 
itaexiftentisunicum remedium advcrfus antiqvi ferpentis vc- 
nena^i.Cor.2,2. ut omnes,five antc ipfum,five poft ipfum,veram 
haberent falutem, qvi refpicerent eum viva fide>Conf Joc. Joh. 
8,56* Heb. II. Ncq; ad folos IfracUtas circumcifos, & honeftos in 
leculo homines, fcd etiam ad omncs alias gcntcs incircumcifas, 
& ad omnes alios homincs,qvantumcunq;corammundoin-> 
honeftos , pertinent beneficia Chrifti, juxta didum Galat. 3, zg. 
Et cxcmplum Latronis praeterca-.. 

CXXI. Qvanqvam autem Chriftus proponat fc omnibus 
frucndum, &gratiee Dei fit datum cffe rcmedium promptum& 
paratum ac ad faUitcm efficaciflimum ; eo tamcn non fruuntur, 
hujusvc participes fiunt omnes,fcd hi fokim,q vi illum afpiciunt 
& hanc acccptant non qvidem opcribus , fed fola fide , qvae non 
cft mcritum ^cum ncmo tantum crcdat, qvantum dcbcat,M^rc. 
pji^.Ccd organon,feu caufl^a inftrumentalis^applicationism^cri- 
torum Chrifti : Fidesenim eft mcntis illc confpcdus fidciis, qvo 
Chriftum intuemur,& manus illa a partc noftri , qva cjus meri- 
tum cum oblatagratiaapprehcndimus. 

C XX II. Ex eo vcro qvod omnis qvi crcdit in cum,-qvatcnus 
crcdithabeatvitamaetcrnam , in ncgotio Juftificationis rede 
concludimus, nos fola fidc juftificari ( five per fidem , impropric 
fimuIintcHigentcs ejusCorrelatum^Dominum noftrum JcfumL» 
Chriftumfideapprchenfum ,incujusfideli apprehenfionc for- 
ma Juftificationisconfiftit; fivc eam accipientes propric pro 
cauflTa inftrumentaii applicationis meritorum Chrifti , particu- 
la fola noSubjeftum^qvafi fides dcbeat cflTc mortua & infruduo- 
fa, fedPracdicatum,itautindicetur, qvodlicct fidesproferat-. 
bona opera , tanqvam frudlus ex qvibus homines de fide judica- 
repoflTunt: catamcn non pcrtineant adcauflfam uilamjuftifi- 
cationis y ac pcrinde nec ad inftrumentalem ) qvum omnis qvi 
habct vitam aeternam fit juftificatus; qvicqvid tandcm videatur 
Maldonato de fua charitate & operibus , qvae qvanqvam fuum-» 
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habcant uriim, firaq; merita , ut proptcrca homini Chriftiano' 
omnino fedlanda fmt, non tamenfunt merita proptcr qvae da^ 
turChriftus , nec organa per qvac accipitur Chriftuscumfuo 
merito ad juftitiam-;. 

CXXLII. Nec cnim funt ^aeqvipollentes h^E Propofitioncs: 
omnis qvi credit, qvatenus credit vhabct vitam aeternam , &^o- 
ninis, qvi charitatcm habet falvatur , vcl omnis;qvi habet bona 
opera non peribit, utexiftimat Maldonatus ; qvum iniJlaSub- 
jedu cum reduplicatione ponatur,ut propterea aeqvipoUcatEx- 
clufivae,huic fcil. fola fide accipitur vita aeterna ; inhisverd 
nonitcm: Undc phis infertur in conclufione, qvam fuit in-. 
praemiftis, fi q vis cx hiftc hunc inmodum fubfumcret : Ergo fo- 
la charitatCj^vel folisbonisoperibus juftificamur. 
CX XI V, Fides igitur de qva hcie Chrifto fermd cft, conftans^ 
notitia vera Chrifti, aftcnfu,& firma finahq; fiducia in eundem, 
fecundum promiflioncmEuangelii , habct promiftionem vitx 
acternaeytion cx fuo mcrito,fcd cx meritoChrifti, qvem totu ap- 
prchcndit,& fuum qvafi facit; & qvum credenti promittitur iila 
vita aeterna, concurrunt fimui Remifiio peccatorum , oblata ex 
merito mortis Chrifti ijoh.1,7. Juftitia , non qvidem Legis, fed 
Fideij,qvamfuaobcdientia pcffediffima nobis acqvifivit Chri- 
ftus,Rom.5, 19. &10, 9.deqvaetiampluribus difterit ApoftoluS' 
Rom.3.& 4. Gal.z. 3. 4. Eph.z. Philip. 3. Ac tandem Rcgencratio, 
Joh. i^n.ut ita cum tiali fide remiflTionis peccatonim conjunfta 
fitgratiafeu Juftificatiogratuita^qva taHhomini imputatur-^ 
Juftitia Chrifti, qvae pcrfedliftimalegis implctio eft , & donum 
feudonatioSpiritusfanfti, qvoregencratur ut in novitate vitae 
ambulet-». 

e X X V. Et hacc Chrifti bencficia ^ utut perpctuo conjunda»^ 
fint,ita ut a fe invicem divelli non poflint,accurate tamen funtL-. 
diftingvcnda^ut mediatoris bcneficium a noftro officio & de- 
bito obfeqvio rcde & clare difcernatun^* 
CXXVI. Qvitali fidc accipiunt Chriftum illi non debcntL^ 
poUiceri fibi immunitatem ab afiliftionibus f non enim dicio 
Chriftus, qvi crcditincumnonaffligatur , fedinqvit non pe- 
rcat. Chriftus namq^ fic fervat fuos, ut afHigantur qvidem in.. 
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hocfcculo, & corporali morte obruantiir , ac etiam dolorcs in- 
fernifcntiant^Joh. 17,15. fed confcrvantiir tamcn in hisomni- 
busmalis & periculis, ne pcreant, fed tandem vidoriam pcii^ 
ipfum obtineant , vitamq^ habeantaeternam ; qvam ctiam det-. 
nobisDEUSexgratiafua,per JESUM CHRISTUM DO- 
MINUMnoftrum , cuicumPatrc& Spiritu fandofic 
gloria^laus & honor,in feeula fcculorum^ 
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